Cass Scenic Railroad . . . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park

Get behind the scenes with steam Explore an old lumber mill town

Top Of The Moming Tour
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Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, PM.

1:45 — Mon, Thus

For thase unable o ‘early-bird-it' [see abovel, this
55-minute wa'k is o repeal progrom, excep! there
are no steomin’, smoxin’ Shays. The lour is limiled to
13 pork visiors, so plecse sign up ol the ficke! office
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Cass Town Walk
1:00"= 8Bun, Frl, Sat
I10" - Sanwday
505" = Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sun

Maat on the Cass Counlry
Store steps 30-minule, haill-
mile swing through the old
company lown buill befweean
1802 and 1808

Cass was the heodquorers
and focus ol one of the larges!
lumbering operalions In lhe
siale. Leorn about this isololed
industrial lown’s history, view ils prominen! stuciures,
and hear abaul whal ife wos like here B0+ years a

A laur brochure is pravided for supplementary Inf%?-
mation aboul Old Cass ond the park’s on-going ren-
novafion of the former company town, ploced in 1981
on the National Regisiry of Historical Places.

+ These lows colncide with the Cass Showcase pro-
gram’s conclusion ond are thus subject o o 5-10
minule delay whenevar a frain refurns laie; kindly
walt for your guide on the Coss Couniry Slere porch,

Every-olher Sotunday
this seosan, long oul
of servica Shoy Mo, 7 s
bock in stecm - ol
least on screen in Ihe
Coss Scenic Ralvood
Farly Yaars slide show

IP. Bogdon phato, 1948)

Al the fime of the ‘compony
Iph:lu'in 1923, tha second Cass
umber mill (decidedly high.
tech for s eral had just been
rompleted ond wos operating
1 houas daily except Sundoy.
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South end ol Uptown: Moin Street, 1908

Cass Scenic Rallroad Early Years
7:30 p.m, —Salurday
Meet in the Cass Communily Canter (Front
Streel) lor this 60-minute shdeshow lsaturing
1964-59 period images by the lale Vincent
Bagdan; other views, narration by Phil Bagdon

Celebraling long-gone views which mode the CSRR
so speciol during its firs! decade, this progrom
investigales a ralher unsung aspect of rol led
history. Journey back o the 1964-75 period ond see
the original equipment, old shop, intoct mill, Shay
No.7, Mower Lumber camp Fain cars, and more.

i

jl'hara will be no programs on
Tuesday and Wednesday, Augus! 6-7

3

Cass Interpretive Programming

Wes! Virginia Porks have traditionolly affered
exceplional progroms by seasonal noturolisls. The
Cass Scenic Roilroad and the old mill 1own - his-
loric subjecls that they are - call for a different
spin. Philip Bagden is CSRR Stote Pork’s Seosonal
Historion. & devotee of Coss hislory fior over 30
waars, Phil has contributed his extensive resaorch
to several publications ond orchives, In 1976, while
interviewing old-limers ossocioted with the log-
ging ond railrood era, he resided in Cass and
served as o CSRR train commentolor
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Whittaker Camp No. | Cass: Where History Comes Alive!
- This Week At Cass
P mLFOSRT

0

Creorge

Piill Bagden Celtestion, WhSLL LirrAry

Dinner ol & ‘portable’ Maower Lumber Company camp

Desgite losing operafion on the upper half of the Cass Hil
to January’s flood (resurmption of service Io Bald Knob is
expected in Oclaber], o memosable ride owaits you on the
CSRE - o Whillaker Stolion, sife of the new Whittaker
Compo Mo, 1 display. Pail eguipment ond struciuras repre-

T T——— senting various facefs of West Virginia logging can now be
Now in s seventh yaar. the Cass Town Walk's pop- inspected during fhe 20-minute stop Monday throuch
S e A e S e Fuhrup Fridey, on inlerpretive tour is olfered of camp cors ord
e ey, dcherlrghodtusd ;:'__:qu{uq':'ark'i” shanlies, diesel loader, 4-wheel log train coboose and
1965 on hes sacond wist 1o the CSAR and has been portgble high-spar steam .Ek'd'le' Whitlaker Comp el
decpherng myth from reality ever since; his ql_:;_::p an on-going praject which hos involved thousands of
of the “trus b '."'..'_r = beoth ins ghtful and-en'.e'w:n- '.'crl_umeer nours _I:w ”.-"E I'II'FEI'r'leTS- of Mounjain EIGI.E
mc The tour is based on personal research, with- Railrood & Logging Historical Associalion, o non-praofil
ol redarence 1o pravious town walk presaniations. organizafion bosed in Cass.
|
Statement ol Pﬂl'll:r Regarding the Equal DPP#FI“HHY Diasesl lag lll:lﬁﬂ_-ilr al
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs work near Anjean,
. i the peiicy of fhe West Virginka Division of Natural Greenbrier IEfl::nunt'.r~ -
Finmmoes 1 prodde 11 el Seentneredatiuns, seriees ',C! ';’33‘\,;‘15-'““ aeiRRTF I 2N
one progrom bo off persong withou! recard ¥ sew, race, gLumbér ré:!
fohor, oga, releginn, nfional origin, o disobdiity, Proper 5

Free Supplementary Programs
Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park

August 19-25, 1996

| . Cass Sce i _ 5T
A h Mic Railroad . . . Park proarams for a different kind of West Virainia state park

leerses iegeirciion ond complance with officiol nules
ard IeuAaTions one Lhe andy aources of netlie ot for
i loclisy usg of progrom povikcipotion
The West Vieginia [aaion of Nalurgl Resources is on
el apperiunity emplogper

Fhela by Bernarl Karn
Courasy Enc Mundy,
frioery [hae MSFILHA
1563 Caendir




Coss Scenic Raillroad

Get behind the scenes

top Of The Morning Tour
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comotive, ™en compore these geored engines
o™ A Shiws ond o 1-8-0 rod engene

Abgr oecking nside the car shop. we enfer 0 warld
- ;-3"»:-..!' dasght No two days ore the some
raide our man repor foclty

Besendy ¥2-1on monster Shay, “Big 4" (ex-Western
Moryiond) is undergoaing finol assembly after o two-
year-long heavy shopping. Besides pausin to walch
1he work on No 6, we inspect original 1905 Cass Shay,
Mo 5, ond the rother foscinating mochining bay
Viewing the doy's octive power come lo life and
swiich the yord rounds out the lour

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M.

1:50 - Monday and Saiurday

for those unable fo ‘early-bird-it’ [see above), this
55 minute wolk is o repeal progrom, excepl lhere
@ no steamin’, smokin® Shays. The tour is limited to
15 park visitors, so please sign up ol the ticket office.

with steam

 Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia stale park

Explore an old lumbear mill town

Cass Town Walk

i 15°— Wed, Thur, Fri, Sun
4:10 — Salurday

1* — Mon, Wad, Thurs, Sun

il

Mea! on the Cass Couniry
Store steps for a 40-minute
hall-mile swing through the
old company lowmn.

Coss wos the heodqguorters

and focus of one of the larges!
umbering operotions in the

siate. Leom obaut this solot-
ed indusiricl town's history,
view its prominent struc tures, ond heor abou! whal ite
was like here B0+ yeors age during the boom period

« These fours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro-
gram’s conclusion and are thus subject o a 5-10
minute deloy whenever a frain refumns lale. kindly
wail for your guide on the Cass Counfry Store porch

About the cover . ..

This gorgeous pece of orl appeared
for four years os the cover of the
park's brochure, beginning in 1944

Technically accurate o Ihe point af
intriguing hordcore ‘gearheads,” |t
dapicts tha frant end businass side ol
Shay No. 5, ane of the three surviving
original lecomolives fo work here -
and the oldest (built for West Virginia
Spruce Lumber Co.'s Greanbrier & Elk
Ralrood in 1905).

&1 rhe Yirrss of this 1923 'c H
ry pheto” the second | .
mil comgies (decdedly high-
tech for 25 era) hod just been [°F
completed ond wos opetating
T hours doilly except Sunday

Thes phate ondd g right eem

South Chog!
The Lntewp of the Sreweshee
land's try G Deden

South end of Uptowr: Main Street 1905

Coss Scenic Railroad Early Years
7:00 ~ Saturday
Meet in the Cass Community Center fon Front
Streat, for this 60-minute siide presentalion fea-
turing images by the late Vincent Bagdon; other
views and narration by Phil Bagdon.

Celebrating long-gane views which made the CS8R
so specal during s first decode, this progrom
investigales a rm?ta-r unsung aspect of rail-related
history. Journey back to the 1954-75 period and see
the orginal equipment, o'd shop, inftact mill, Shay
No. 7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more

There will be no programs on
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 20-21
|

Cass Interpretive Programming

\Wesl Virginia State Parks have troditionally olfered
exceplionol prﬁmms by seasonal naturalists. The
Cass Scenic Roliroad and the old mill lown ~ hiis-
laric subjects that Ihey are — call for a ditferent
spin., Philip Bogdon is CSRE State Park’s Seasonal
Historian. A devalee ol Cass histary for over 30
years, Phil hos confribuled his axlensive _

o several publications and archives. in 1974, while
interviewing old-Nimess pesocigled wilh the log-
ging ond roilrood ero, he resided in Cass ond

carvnd o5 o CSRR irgin commeniatorn




Gy i P PSsltder Carpe Noo 1 Desplay
e Coeg Cov Mo 478 A Moddeban wood, IUES
e N OGSy Wes? Wpra Peo 8 Paper Co,
e g TR Eeevce a1 fabocabes nko a bunk
o By Mower Lamtwy shop o sarly 1845 Mo 418
gt o P et comg T 0 TREL 15 wde doOr was
afSed = D wtke seneyg ss CSARs ‘sand house

Fabeicate! Camp Train Car. Mower bog fiat No. 110
it cws Ta Amaecan i0f icader lor Leverad years
TG 170w usad for Bs rendedng, bulll in
P sty 1380s kv S ongrad carmp tran crsplay.
Shaleten Sweel Log Car. One of 24 such cars donatad
& CSAF e "§T2. Meadow Fiver Lumber ‘B-12° now
=g T Dl og loader st Whittaker Camp Ne. 1.

iGdent Shesl Flatcar Reporedy scguired o, 1857 by
Busic Cresw | Gauley R A bom Cherry River Boom
i Lumter, was one of severa cass donated by Pittsion
Ceal Co in 1570 For admost 20 years il sarved as a
dosed piatiorm excursion car befors being retired
rateac of convession of wheels 10 roller bearing
Four-wtwsl Caboose. Eult in the 1880s and balieved
i be of Coml & Coie or Balimora & Ohio ancestry, this
‘Dobber’ moe e rear of fog trains out of Swandala
Gy County) for Bl Riwer Coal 8 Lumber and suces-
wers - WAL Aisler Lumber and Georgia-Pacilic Corp.
Donated in 1564 by G-P Used on railfan chartars for
srvasal years, ongnally rostered s Mo, 8,

Chesel Log Loader. Built by Meadow Rver Lumbar
Co's thop in 1533 This besfy Tong free’ device was
active unll 1970; it came o Cass in 1672,

Lidgerwood Skidder. Homebuilt from Uidgerwoad
parts by Meadow River Lumber Go. in 1044, Its servica
#ncied when |t fafed bodler Inspection in 1866; it cama
%5 Cass six yesrs ater,

e Licgerwood 1o Whittzkar in 1083,

Sources ather than personal research;
Arse Barkiey, George Dedes, Donny Seidoms

Bud Cassel, Jobn Cassel, Mmm
Darren Seidomridge, Wayne Cassell, Rex Cassell,

Pichard Sporks, John Kiloran, George Fizer

En-Moawe:
Lumnbar Ca
Aitphmry car
No. d1 7 an

i L e
shop lead,

Augusl 1560

Cars Dismantied or Destroyad
{centinued frem inside)

Mowaer Lumber log flats (2). ho. 127 and another car (num-
be unknown) wera dismantiedin 1970,

Wood Comblne. Bulfala Craek & Gauley X-15 (kitchen and
dining car far worktrains); domated by Piltston Coal Co. in
1967; elegant 1880s-ara car which lost its rool and rotted
down; remains of the car (partally bumed) sit on the upper
end ol the Greanbrier dead line,

Steal Combine. Bulfelo Creek & Gauley X-16;lammery
Pennsylvania & Reading Seashore Lines: parthala windows
and open vestibule; acquired 1370; scrapped 1973.

Stesl Baggage Car. Bulale Creek & Gauley X-17; sama oi-
ginsfstyle as X-16; acquired 1970, screpped 1573,

50-tan A.A.R. Steel Hopper, Bulfalo Crask & Gauley;
acquired 1970, scrapped 1972.

Worklraln water car. B&0 X-1023, a sleam tender mounted
on a 40-loot sleal Nat; ardved 1966, scrapped 1872,

Steel Gondola. Chesapaake & Ohlo Mo, 29264 (ex-Hocking
Valley}; acquired in 1970, scrapped In 1972,

Cars Disposed To Other Railroads
Steel combine. Balfimora & Ohio branchiine modal; last
usec in workirain sarvice as car X-4072; acquired in 1967
(brought back from Strawberry Festival in Buekhannon); con-
veyed lo the Hocking Valley Scanic RLAL in 1972,
Hospital Cars. An undetermined number of thase LS.
Ammy cars (127), previously used on the Greenbriar River
excursians Irom Cass to Roncevarie, ware brought in by the
local fraight in 1876 and slored an the C&O siding abova the
walar tower {loday's Greenbrizr deadline spur); remaoved
prigr la the C&0's closure in 1978,
Mystery C&0 Coaches. (3) Donated possitly as eary as
1862 far use an the excursion railroad (they would nol take
the curves bul they wera fraal); branchline-style coaches,
nat haavy weight; disposed during 1965,

Cass Scenic Railroad

Equipment Roster

All-ime)
by Philip Bagdon

Seasonal Historian, 15996
Cass Scenic Roilrooad Siate Park

T — e
All photos by Philip V. Bagdon
Cpan Plaliorm No. 5 was one of elght first-genamon axcur
sian cars bulll irorn Mowar Lumnber fafs; here in Asgust 1968,
i's parf of the Sald Knob consisl

Excursion Car Fleet
(Thera are 15 evailable excursion cars in 1996)

Mo, 1. Standard Closed Platform. Convertad Irom one of
the four Swandala logging fats in 1570 inlo Bald Knob
‘cinder car [originally No. 12); recaived & roof in 1983,
MNos. 2-4, Bad Knob All-weather. Buill fom ex-Elk River
Coal & Lumbaer steal logging Nats in 1967 as Nos. 13-15;
ranumbaerad n 1988,
Mos, 5-B,11-13,15. "Sacond-genamtion’ Closed Flatiorm.
Former Meadow River Lumber B-serias ekalaton log cars.
Mos. 8, 14. End Units. B&Q cabooses — 30-lool wood,
steel frame, acquired by Bulfalo Creak & Gaulay (C-111
and C-119). Donated by Pittslon Coal in 1970, Lettering as
they came lo CSHA: C-111 for BC&G, C-119 for BAO).
Relained original numbers until 1988,
No. 10. Opan Platlorm. Former Meadaw Aiver B-series
skeleton log car. The lest of the “cinder cars.”

Cabooses

Chesapeake & Ohlo 907B8. Standard wood model
{reportedly 1926-typa) donated in 1966,

Meadow River Lumber 3. Standard CA0 wood (1924);
Meadow Riiver Lumber Co., Rainalle {sarved one the [ast
log Irain In W.Va.; donated by Georgia-Pacific in 1972

recaived lop-to-boltom repalr in 1996,

Version 20 = Saplember 1996
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Freght Cars

Single dome ol tank cars (7). CSAX 210 and 220; donal-
#d by Pareeedl O, Cradleston in 1877; used ofi-road until
1878 shvppng of for Sharys 7 aned 3; placsd out-al-sanvice
wee Tw o of Mo T's opamifion here in 199,

Single dome chemical car. WVAX318; acquired as U.S.
Newy sophn by Soum Brarch Valley, used for diesel fusl
SBge. shipped io Cass in 10-85; may be clennad out antd
vuacl Be & Uty walet SuCly Chr.

Navy Boscars 6). Standard 40 foct stosd cars, all former-
Iy United States Mavy Bursau of Ordinance (S1. Juliens
Consli NAD) boscan. Two came via the South Branch
Valey FLAL in 1978, towr ackMional cars wars shipped in the

g Pmd Fuayereend of 1088 W Cass partd are YA &
Pl VAP BN 20N, el omi i NAD et miirig wdth
i ilal e roamlaed Daacas on e Cirssrtiriad (s e
e LN (B USers Craal) M 810007 snd Y DRJLD
SV TURN DN b pwmi i) ol WYVl Lok m i l..-"vq_n Mo, 1 fog ""”".l""
Nawy Flaloars (30 Two thess 40 ool stesl Tishballias' mOR

o OO e mobive in workrain situabons (oribbing dusng
May 1008, #tc |, ey are sl occasionally masdguaeinds ns
egeng Bils dunng millan chaners, Car *0O0D" sils an the
Cana yard dead bne with roftsd deck

Passangar Cars
Dinlng Car. Chesapaaka A Ohio “Fraunces Tavem®; bought
by Jack Nans in 10064 and natalled on the old CRO house
tmck bor opemtion as the Shay inn; after the (ast-food
reataumni closed, bocama the Park Suparntendent’s offica
Dining Car. Chesapeaks & Dhio "Siuan House™; broug it in
by Jack Kans as addion 1o his Shay Inn around 1967 esed
ms part of conslst of Cass-Durbin excursions; since 1985 has
sarved e siorage space.
Commuter Cars. (3] No. #60, No. [7], and Ko, 81 "Romney”,
all repartedly formar Centrol ol New Jersey R.R. No, 960 and
Mo, [7] came to Cass from he South Branch Valley RLAL in
1082 [picked up from Durbinthe same me as the BL-2]. Na
81 *Romnoy™ (yellow car’) wes part of the October 1986
aquipment shipmant off the SBVRR. All used in 1984 and
1985 on e Cass-to-Durbin excursions. Mo, 960 wns modi-
find lor axcursion sarvice sans windows, with a single two-
sidad bench extending the langth al its interior.
Eaggage Car. Morfolk & Westem Ry. Baggage and Rsilway
Exprass; acquired by South Branch Valley (No. 6 Fradon®);
cama to Cass in the equipmant shipmant of Octobar 1085,

Cther Rajircad Equipment
American Log Loader. Orginally sleam-powerad, bullt
by the Amerncan Haoist Co. ol 5. Paul, Minn., lor Elk River
Conal & Lumbar Co., Swandale, Clay County. Converted io
diesel, date unknown, Later served ERCALCo's successors,
W.M. Ritter Lumber Co. and Georgla-Pacific Gomp. Donated
Im 1867 by G-P; trucked fo Cass and placed on the ex-
ERCAL Hat which would becoma CSAR Opan Plalfom No,
1in 1970 (see abova); lor years loader sal atop ex-Mower
fiat car No. 110 balfore being moved %o its present hest car,
ax-Meadow Rivar skelaton B-10. Still used in werk Iran silu-
afions (May 1996 cribbing and Saptembar 1896 tree-‘all).
75-ton Steam Wracking Crane. Industrial Brownhcist 75-
ton, sell-propelled model bullt for foreign military service,
Govermnman! surplus, never operated except for boiler tast;
acquired Spring 1079; Haelsler No. & ran o Durbin over tha
closed CEQ Greanbrier lina lo pliek [t up al Durbin,
C&0 Kitchen Car No. X-999678. Work Irain cook car with
sleaping quartars al one end. Acquirad by South Branch
Valley R.A.; later shippad lo Cass in Oclaber 1985. Ruslad
and In bad condition on the Greenbrier dead lina,

i = H

oy Cm?ﬁmr work diming car Mo, X-15, 857

Cars With Quastionable Futyres

CSAA Closed Platlorm Haos. 108 and 107. Bepanesty
ncquired by Buflala Creelk & Gauley FUAL from Charry
River Boom & Lumber in the Iate 13508, Donated by
Pittsion Coal Co. In 1970, For almost twa decades they
served ns axcursion cars baloms being mired inetesd of
conversian of trucks 1o roller bearing.

C5AA Closed Platform Mo, 110, Ons of two ex-
Chesapeaks & Ohio gondolas donated by Pitsion Coal
Co. In 1870 (epernled by Buftalo Creek & Gauley in CRO
lattaring); can frame was rusted

Canadian Nalional Caboose. Woodar with end cupe-
la. Known o be formerly owned by a rmilfan; shipped
from the Scuth Branch Valley in Oclober 1085,

Cars Dismantled or Destroyed

Original exturslon care. In 1874 tham ware three cf
eighl original CSRA cars stll avallzble for senvice:
Closed Platiorms Nos. 3 and 22 (odgihally No. 2), and
Open Platiorm Na, 10. That year, refirec cars ware: Open
Platlorms MNo. 1 (railings and banch =ill on car), Mo. &
(rilings and pladiormms emoved, parts slored on deck),
Mo. & {larmary operated with tool box and no benchas,
railings intacl; shop equipment stored on deck; by 16874,
raiings had been removed), No. 7 rafings remaved,
parts stored on deck); Closad Platkorm Mo 4 [sides, top
and platforn removed in 1872; desiroyed by 1978}
Today, all but wo of the surviving cars are ans unrecow-
erable (numbers are unidentiliabie) on the Greanbnes
dead line spur. Open Plattorm Mo, 10 (which servad
between 1944 and 1960 as & Mower bunk car, converted
lor excursion servica in 1965; siill avainbie a5 a standiy
car in 197€) has rofted 1o tha graund on the upper end of
the Cass Yard car siding.

Mower Lumber Bunk Car No. 418, Pestorad by 1967
and opereled an raillan charters; negect evanually rol-
tad the car beyond recovery; destroyed around 1977

Mower Lumber Kitchan Car No. 417, Nevar cparatad

on CSRA but in good condilion Into the 1970s. Like No.

418, rofted away and was finally destroyed arund 1977
Continued on back panel
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Today Al Cass
1 Aclive Shays
nactive Shays

1 Inoctive Helsler

I Inactive Climax
& Inoctive Diesels

CSER brochure art, 1964-67

Sources other than personal research,
#rie Barkley, George Delke, Danny Selcomddge,
Bud Cossel, Dorren Seldomiidge, John Cassel,

Wayne Cossell, Rew Cossell, Richord Sparks,

kehn Klilloran, Gearge Fizer

Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites
(continued fiom insida)

Poriar 0-4-0T No. 714, H.K. Porer Co., 1850 (oin BE3L);
built lar the LS, Fedaral Sacurty Agency lar cperation al St

Elizabath's Hospital, Washington, D.C. (Mo. 4); in 1858
translerred to Invantory of Department of Haealth, Education
and Wellare, then [(sometime between 1865 and 1967)
moved from St Elizabeth’s o the LS. Ammy Transporiatizn
Comps at Fl, Euslis, Va. (No. 7*4); came lo Cass as govem-
meart surplus in 10-1972; nevar in steam hera; shipped in
1581 to Baltimore & Chio Ralroad Museum as part of the
trade lor Shay Mo, 5; raportedly baing repaired for servica
amund the museum yard in Baltimore.

GM-EMD BL-2 No. 7172, Diesal-alectriz road swilcher buill
lor the Western Maryland in 1948. Donated to CSRR In
1982: used on raittan charars on the Greenbrier In the aarly
1980s; shipped to Soulh Branch Valley R.R. via tha C3X
gonnection al Spruce in 1991, plans call for tha unit to be
restored and operated.

Locomofive Scrapped

Shay Na. 6 (2/n 1807, 1907). E5-tons”; buill for Lawisburg &
Rorcevarte B.A; acquired by Greenbrar, Cheal & Elk
(Cass) In 1813, rostered as No. 6 (2nd); sold by Mowar
Lumber Co. in 1945 to Bargman Brothers lor thelr Premar
Cozl Co; aniginally used at Ne. 6, Monitor No. 1 Mina, West
Enc (Tunnalton), then maoved to Monitor No. 4 at Austan.
After mine's closure, the enginehouse lall in on Mo. B;
savarely damage. Wilh sale prica of $1,000, sxamined by
CSRA and Bear Creek Junction A.A., but passed by due to
location and engine condilion. it was reported to be
scrapped at the mine site in the summer of 1989, with parts
to be sold to the Graham Couunty A.R.-Bear Creek Junctan
R.E. al Aobbinsvilla, N.C. Evenlually acquired by Dava
Corbart and movad lo a loading point aleng the old Ballimora
& Chio at Tunnaltor; a coal train deraiiment all but desiroyed
it: finally acquired by CSRR and shipped in gondalas, amv-
ing In 1978 {last incoming equipment brought in by the CEO
befare closure. Scrapped in 1980; cylindars and trucks sitan
cars up the Greenbriar deadling spur.

Cass Scenic Ralroand

Locomotive Roster

\Al-time)
by Philip Bogdon

Seasonal Hislonon, 1994
Caoss Scenic Rolroad Siale Park

Shay No. 7 (ex-Meadow River l.umbarj'. AL'g'r I
Al photos by Philip V, Bagoon
Active and Shopped Power

Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320, 1928). Pacific Coasl Moce| - 96
tons"; suparheated; the anly PC bullt 85 a wood-bumser;
logie Influenzed its conversion to ol befora operation in
British Columbla as Maya Lumber Go. Ne. 4; than Lake
Logging Co., Lid. No. 5, Waslem Forest Induslres Mo, &,
and Rallway Appllance Fesearch (Vancouver Wharfs
Limited) Mo, 114; acquired in 1970; made its dabutin May
1072: grates converted lor coal buming in 1884,

Shay No. 4 [o/n 3189, 1922}, 70-tons’, priginally Birch
Vallay Lumzer Co. Mo, 5, Tiaga (Mcholas Counlyl;
invalved in a runaway wreck which scalded four mean bo
death in 1841: rebulll at Charry River Boom & Lumbar Ca
shope In Richwood; acquired in 1843 by Mowar Lumbar
o It was nol anly the last logging Shay hare, but also
the first mad enging of the Cass Scenic A.A.;in 19930
tharough shapping was ¢ g

Cantinued inside

* Factary designations. Engine wwaigh mare (n
operating condition (coal, watar, tools, 8lC.).

Version 2.0+ September 1996
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Climan MNo. @ (w'n 1651, 1010). 70 wna*: bulll By Clima
- g — e womoliva Worke, Carry, P, tor the Moars-Keppal Co
- Randoiph County) and lasl used to pull coal on the Middes
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spetenent Ta et e ooy wepest Shay buelt, plans
o Taiei b 17 e m orgirai, 154-lon* J-truck lom) -
wan eead o urceiorsl Sewgn worued the YWestemn
eyt Chafes Boacct coal spwr out of Vinder, Md
o g L sdieg orede B oy 8 lew pears, Ssplayed in
Safney & T BLD Ralcec Moseun for ower 25 years
Baliory seveng Seew = VD In g long-term trade for Shay
ben * ared o G407 Maa. T4 in 1981, oparated far the
I i = O ey waed sparTgly untll servics on the
Caan Jeatar S (1 PAL A5 sxtenuive shopping remaved it
e Tt Yor e Ul coecREnG seasons, reassemblod,
Big £ spart gme® of Auguat on e LOOH ahop track for final
pueseg. e o anc lated on 5-21 and 8-24 (lirsl run up
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Out of Service Steam Power

Falader Ma. € io= 1557 1929 90 ore” one of he largest
UFi aut-shegged by Healer of Ere, Pa; afginally served
Sentres Cow el Cary Prooucs of New Bethlehem, Pa.,

Fork Hallmad, armbved hate [1970) in mgoged shape: & now
bodler found In Canada combinas with the shop lorze's ong-
running intarest in tackiing this project to make the future
brghtar than migh! be expacted from ils derafict appearance;
i everything goes well, |t may be on the road In 1888,

Shay Mo. 36 (ofn 2804, 1916). 70 tons*; bullt far an Alabama
logging entarprise; spent about two decadas in West Virginia
- first with Raleigh Lumber Co, [Glen Morgan), then W.M
Rittar Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942, movad by
Rittar o Maw Rivar, Tennassoe where it later hauled coal as
Brimstona Rallroad N2, 36 (predescessor in 1985 was
Brimstone & Mew Hiver]; to Tennessee Valley Ralroad
Museum in 1967, then acquired by raillan George Kadelek,
who arranged i1s move here in 1887; purchasaed in 1994 it
has a good bellar bul because of size and age, likely lo
ramain an the dead line for some tima.

Baldwin Aod Loca Mo, 612 (c/n 65BEE, 1843). Built for the
LS. Army Transporiation Com and cperated at Fort Eustis,
Vo, as the ‘Johnny 0. Burruse’ untll 1971; tiis 2-8-0
‘Consclidation’ has never run hare — until tha 1385 flood
which ended Durbin Runs, it wes ideal candidala as the
water level route's fulure powar.

Diesel-electric Units

No. 20. Ganaral Electric 45-lon switcher bullt in 1941 for the
LS. Navy; acquired as surplus in 1978; first ‘shop goal'’: out
ol sanvice since 1988,

No. 34, GEE. 65-ton swicher. U.S. Navy; acquired a3 gav-
emment surplus, shipped from Scuth Branch Valley R.A. in
10-85; used for a lew years as a ‘shop goat’; out of sanvice
since 1895,

Nos. 16 and 17. Alco S4. Bulll for Baltimore & Ohio;
acquired by South Branch Velley R.A.; shippad to Cass in
10-85; never aparated,

Nos. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS5-1 foreign samvice road
swilchers; LS. Army Transporiation Corp., Fart Eustis, Va.:
dalivared 1o CSAA In July 1976 with hospilal cars (were
thare three?), subsequently meved to South Branch Valley
H.A. balore the CAQ closure in 18978; refurned o Cass in the
movemant from SBVAR ariginaling ol 10-85,

Disposed To Other Railroads and Siles
Shay Mo. 1. (cfn 1519, 1805} B5 tons: bull for G

Huntley Lumber Co,, Roncevens: the *-_;;r:s:_-d-,e.x_:-_-_-:r-lq
Flirt, Erving and Stoner Lumbar Co, Thommwood: then in
MNorh Fork Lumber Co., Nolingham: acouired by the
Greanbrier, Cheat & Elk in 1815 in a deal invalving the
trade of onginal Cass Shay Mo. 1 (42-ton, two-truck “Old
Bamey); distinctiva in its 1957 paint job (Chiness Sed
cab and tender, dark green boder jackat); on standoy at
tha time of the 1980 closure; wom whesl-fanges kept it
oul of tervice afier use as pushar engine in 1263 con-
vayed i1 1930 i Baltimare & Ohio Railroad Museum &s
part ol he Irade for WMBy No. 8; on static display,

Shay Mo. 3. B0 tons, oin 3233, built Lima 9-28-23 for
Hofius Steel & Equipment Ca, [Lima's dealar in Seattle;
sold 10 Independeance Logging Co., Indepandance,
Wash,, then Mount Emily Lumber Co. (No. 1), LaGrange,
Ore.; donaled to Oregon Historcal Society; in 1370
leased to C5ARA for 20 years; ratumead in 1993; in oper-
alion an the City of Prineville Hailrmad, Prineville, Ora.

Conlinved on back panel

f; L]

o ——
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Save The Train!

THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD

AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE.

West Virginia has something that a lot of other
states would give a .purh_.r for and that's a bit of sure
tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that
chugs uvp it

The state of West Virginia can have this railroad
il the owners don’t want to get too rich on it, and if the
state’'s representatives are convinced of its worth as a

¢ tourist attraction.

ot There is every kind of interest in the idea. This
paper has heard from everybody and his brother and all

 divinely hope that the road and its steam locomotive will

Hillbilly tells the story up to now this week. It
gives you a news account of the Sunday meeting of the
Mause Senate group. It gives you pictures that a Virginia
roilvsad fan took. It gives you a pep talk letter from
Penssyivanian Russell Baum who started Hillbilly out on
e quest 1o save the railroad.

Keep this lssue as either a souvenir of West Virgin-
% backwardness or ity forwardness. Remember: Hillbiily
. .‘h the state or private enterprise to do only what
e states have done to their profit, glory and pride.

not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap heap. " Ou
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sened up this August, was I constant com-
munication and ma nv trips to the Tweel-

sie In North Carolina and the operator of the
EBT delved into all the facets of the Tweetsie
belore starting his own gperation. And it is
{roen my lalks with Mr. Wilburn of the EBT

Talked About Train

L

ratlroad, kovalchiCk Salvags

Pittsburgh. to follow thre ugh

......

Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was oifl

abandoned (track was never torn up
and .still is the Operating Vice-Presiden!
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next week
first weekend in November) is the end fo1
year. You can also compare the multitude
vantages the Cass
(Turn to Page 8)

outfit has over the EBT 2
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not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap haap.
Hillbilly tells the story up lo now this
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glves you A& newn account of tha Sunday meeting of the
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r-r'lll.'lnd fan took., It gives

pennsylvanian Russell Baum whe started Hillbilly

It gives you pictures that a Virginia
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the quest to save the railroad.

Keep this issue as ecither a souvenir of Wast Virgin.
is's backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly
is asking the state or private enterprise ta do only what
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride.

There she stands, Idle, ready
for the blow torch, ready for the
serap heap. Anyway vou look at
it. it is =ad throwing away a past
that can be re-created Lo the
gihilant enunds of a symphonic
cazh register.

The litile train fetched In this
log fer (he mow defunet bull ehain
of Mower The litle train can pos-
wlbly bring in greater wealih than
bhiw

Legislafive Report

(Eram The Charleston Gazette)

Members of a legislative com
mittee took a preliminary step
here Sunday toward possible
purchase of a lofty little rail-
road with i1ts side attraction of
an underground waterfall said
to be higher than Niagara Falls

The railroad step was taken
by four members of the Joinl
Commiltee on Government and
They authorized Leg
Koontiz

Finance

islative Auditor C. H

= to rheck with the Conservation

Commission on the wisdom of
purchasing the Mower Lumber
Co. ratlroad at Cass, Pocahon-
tas County.

F'he commission would have
harg railroad as a
unigue scenic  attraction for
tourists in the event of pur-
chase by the state.

Tentative g
maximum of $284.110 were
quoted to the commiltee by
Koontz. The sum represents the
purchase price for 13 miles of
railroad, an extensive land area,
an old diamond stack locomo-
tive and certain additional
equipment, including flat cars.
The offers were made by
representatives of at least three
principal owners who would be
involved in the deal. They are
Midwest Steel Corp., Mower
Lumber Co. and Don Mower
Lumber Co,

It was learned also that a
private investor, identified only
as a friendly “southern bank-

(Turn te Page 14)
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for the only state that can own an up hill railroad.

The WEST VIRGINIA

Dl

NOVEMBER 12, 1960 RICHWQOD, WEST VIRGINIA

VOL.

Save The Train!

THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILRDAD

AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE.

West Virginia has something that a lot of other
_ states would give a purty for and that's a bit of sure
* tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that
*  chugs up it. - /
-,ff" The state of West Virginia can have this railroad
g if the owrers don't want to get too rich on it, and if the
. siaie’s representatives are convinced of its worth as a2
rist attraction. ;
: There is every kind of interest in the idea. This
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TME STATH CAN BUY A RAILROAD

AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE.

West Virginia has something that a lot of other

_ Wiates would give a purly for and that’'s a bit of sure
s fournt bait In the form of a mountain and a railroad that
L chugs vp W

_t:'" The state of West Virginia can have this railroad

& # the owners don’t want to get too rich on it, and if the
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There is every kind of interest in the idea. This
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Pennsylvanian Russall Daum
the quest fo save

WO BIarrmd mimniyy Q9JuT on

the railroad.

Kaeep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin-
ia's backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride.

- _There she stands, idle, ready
for the blow torch, ready for the
S scrap heap. Anyway you look at
. §t. it is sad throwing away a past
that can be re-created to the
sibllant sounds of a symphonic
cash register.

Legislative Report

(From The Charleston Gazette)

Members of a legislative com-
mittee took a preliminary step
here Sunday toward possible
purchase of a lofty little rail-
road with its side attraction of
an underground waterfall said
to be higher than Niagara Falls.

The railroad step was taken
by four -members of the Joint
Committee on Government and
Finance. They authorized Leg-
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz

* to check with the Conservation

Commission on the wisdom of
purchasing the Mower Lumber
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon-
tas County.

The commission would have
charge of the railroad as a
unique scenic attraction for
tourists in the event of pur-
chase by the state.

Tentative offers totaling a
maximum of ‘ $284,110 were
quoted to the committee by
Koontz. The sum represents the
purchase price for 13 miles of
railroad. an extensive land area,

an old diamond stack locomo-

certain  additional
equipment, including flat cars.

The offers were made by
representatives of at least three
principal owners who would be
involved in the deal. They are
Steel Corp.,
. and Don Mower
Lumber Co, -

It was learned

tive and

as a friendly “southern T3
(Turn to Page 14)
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fia's Mos! Talked Aboul Train

Baum Writes Again about Cass Train
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three I 5. my offer still stands of taking
iid be

pou srousnd the two tourist railroads in Penn-
syivanis Onme, the East Broad Top, which
spened up thls August, was in constant com-
mUn. made many trips to the Tweet-
4 #ie tn NorthCarolina. And the operator of the

% wj‘ all the facets of the Tweetsie

‘ '51].!1 own operation. And it “is
from my P with Mr, Wilburn of the EBT

i

the Tweetsie man finalized
Mr. Wilburn to convince the

D

railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern
Pittsburgh,-to follow through with the id
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially
abandoned (track was never torn up thoug:
and .still is' the Operating Vice-President. ‘"2
should gb on-a Sat. or Sun. and next week (the
first ‘weekend in November) is the end for the
year. You can also' compare the multitude =d-

~vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT aad

(Turn to Page 8)
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From Page 1
the Strasburg. There i nol even a close com-
parison on this score. The negative point, of
course, is location. Bul 1'd like Mr. Wilburn
o tell vou the amount or lack of [
thould say. local trads. 1t's mostly long dis-
tance traffic. The EBT iz located at Orhisor-
Ia-Pa. and the Sirasburg at Sirasburg. If voa
fly 1'd be willing to meel you at Harrisburg
and if you drive, either in Sunbury ar Orbls

about

wid.
| think f
newspaper drive

e of the greal appeals inany
is partlvy sentimental. 1 talk-
ed about it on our trip. I avoided it during
the legislature talk on purpo ta reiter-
ite the appeal to me is this. Whereas we've

se¢. Bul

sel aside Mountain lops, forests galore,
streams and vallevs, rocks and monumeets
as national and state parks — very little has

been done ta preserve the most cherished her-
itage of all — our human heritage.

"And where is the preponderance of hu-
man heritage? It's in the East. The Pennsyl-
vania Grand Canvon tries to emulate the
Grand Canvon of the Colorado. The Great
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia 'ty
iy be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But
ro matter how hard we try the Monongakela
National Forest will never compare with the
forest of Sequola National Park with its tow-
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam-
eler.

Want to Be Something Else

There is no tree in the Allegheny for-
est that would give 700,000 board fee! of
lumber. There is no canyon in the East cuite
like Yosemite—Tallulsh Gorge in Gecrgla
‘comes closest, 3000 miles behind. And there
Is np all around park like Yellowstone. And
\here is no grandeur |n the world gquite like

looking at Mount MeKinley (called Mt Denali
2 A

el Y FAGI! 'ﬁw

ve the Raiiroad!

RUSSELL BAUM MAKES 'I'L:EA -

FOR “EASTERN" PRESERVATICN

the cost of salvage rail at about 81.50 ta §200
per foot. And the morewod these places we
add, the more atiractive a travel package the
East will be — or for thal matier kKeeping a

perpetual West bound tourist Easl (like me).

Let's Praserve the East
Brakeman Barelay walks hin

& =1 e '] P Y i ry snnld
: As an aside — If at this lime 1 eould  jay wn the smpties s
land an attractive job in the West I'd do s0.  finshed om  June 3. We
1 love to travel — and that is becoming the vainable man U pet 1o ‘wick
lake the jourlsis lor s tlde. 3k

American pastime—and will continue to 4o 50

And with places like the proposed Cass (ayoul

I'll have no need {o be oul West Lo b s\ eeped
in the beauty of America. I'll be able te do I
gl home, And yes, we do have some ol these

#

Hopewel!
Furnace (an Pa.}
along with scores of military parks |ke G
perpeluale

Williamsburg
Nat'l Park in

things here, such as

iran furnace
memaotialize and

tvsburg, which

wounds of the past with hunks of stone sirewn
over the landscape

Let’s face it: We've come short of |
garving the glory of our East. Al Cass we can
combine the serene beauty of the East in its
finest with the transporiation mode-that made
America — the Railroad.

And showing steam in its [irest hour
a symbol of a passing century of lradition, IS
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts
of men for time to come; the personal and
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along
with its plaintive wail!

What American father will not fail 10 s Ne 4 Shar at » Cheal
rationalize some redson to take his son for a sop. iy
last Jook and a return lock for that matter?
You talked on the trip aboul the Wes! capita-
lizing on the Cowboy. How sbout Paui Bunyan
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col-
Who doesn't use lumber? And who
(hrill to the thought of & rugged lum-

arful?
doesn't
ne ot ln reson

berjack deep in the woods Taling
“Timberr"? How

Mr. and M. Wm. E
of Ariingwm, Virgiala, lwe B
Jovers wha come, or did
West Virginla to worshlp st
ahiar of the greal god Steam,

ant tones — many peopl
have gons througn an honest to goodness S&W




il Ne 4 pria ahifved This Is up
ba ke meusiiins s miles abave
|

This mill was baoilt in 1921 re-
ane that burned. Hillbilly

feels that this old mill shouldn’t
go thai down the Years it
par the stale
sogvenir of the past. A logger's
museam could be garmered here.

will
a preiiy penny as a

i1}

Aivd wheTe o R Ll L LiCe O
1t in the Easl, The Fennsyl
Granid Yanyan irfes LDy o miulatea  Lhe
{ Canyon of U Colorado. The Cirit
Smokies and 1he Hills of West Virginia ry
o be eastern prelendors g the Rockles, Bul
no matter how hard we try the Monangaheln
sational Forest will pever compare with the

Sequoia sationnl Park with ils tow-
up to 40 feet in digme-

forest of

gring 300 foot gianis

eler.

Want ta Ba Something Else

There is no tree in the Allegheny for
est that would give 700,000 board feet of

tumber, There is na canyon in the East guite
like Yosemite—Tallulah Garge in Georgia
comes closest, 3000 miles behind. And Lhere
i no all around park like Yellowstone. And
iz n grandeur I the world guile like
at Mount AleKinley (callat Denali
the Indians) L D00
20 200 feet from ses
from where I work-

Lnere

looking i

by natives and {owering

foat from hase level and
level. Watching it as ] did,
ad. 150 air miles away al dusk was an awe
nspiring sight 1 can never forget. And with
the help of two large phota murals 1 taok, I
never shall.

Can the East top that? Yes, it can. Not
by trying to match that which makes the
West great, not by matching mountain peak
jor mountain peak; but by preserving that
which made America greal, by preserving
that which the East in our history books is
noted for—its human heritage.

True we have hezutiful foresis and hills
in the Easl with a aartain unusual sylvan beau-
ty Lo set them apart irom those of the West, but
it's not a dynamic beauly as with the Wesk
And it's not going to draw people from the
Midwest East when it's just about as easy
for them to travel West But it's a combina-
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the
dynamism of our rich human heritage ihat
will draw people to the East. Why do people
go to Europe? Certaiuly not to listen to peo-
ple speak a language they can't understand
or {0 see scenery We can surpass several times
sver in our own backyard. Nor for the op-
£500
neritage in Surope

that iake

+'of spending the
e. It's the human

round-trip air--

heauly of the East in il

sppving Lhe glory ol ous AL Coasa wi car

combine the geron
fimpst with the transportation mode thal ma
Americu the Rallroad

And showing slemn in AiE finest hout
a symhbal of a passing century of tradition, |.
a npostalgle item that will live in the hearls
of men for lime lo come; the personal and
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along
with its plaintive wail!

What American father will not [ail Lo
ralionalize some redson to take his son for a
last look and a return look for that matter?
vou talked on the trip about the Wesl capita-
lizing on the Cewboy. How about Paul Bunyan
and the Lumberjacks? Were they nct as col-
orful? Who doesn't use lumber? And who

doesn’L thrill to the thought of a rugeged lum-
=allirg ol

ARy

deep in the woous L FEAOTE
Timubers”

through

baerjack

Lo Hlaw poopic

have goné an honest W0 oodnoss 52 W
mill?
Washington, 1

There

Last vear.in Longview,
went through the Weyverhauser Pl
were 25 in our party

ter of populaiion—nao. Just

terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And
iz just to see a mill operate
to seea.
interest.

remember, this
There's no r.de involved. No scenery

It's not next o anything else of

There's no timbering Lo watch. It's just lo

look al a saw mill.

We Have So Much .. »

My father-in-law iravels Easl and hauls
for guess what — just
ip see the remains of old iron fornaces. And

there are crowds &t the developed places like
why. And yet
places. All

me around on jaunts

Hopewell. Why? You know
thera’s nothing operaling at these

there is are guides, pamphlets and restored
these

and reconstructed remains. S0, plus
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage
we have added at Cass 2 perenaizl favarite—

- e and of course the not t0 be forgotien
a cave; o

Tours were hourly every
day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen-
a pure genuing in-

Thess
M.
ol

pletares wers made

and Mri, Wm. E. P.:u'ret-t }rr
Arlinglon, Yirginia, two t.ﬁil;
lovers who come, or did come, o

West Virgiria to worship at fhe

?Ilir_ of the great god Steam. This
is No. 4 Shay at a Cheal waler
slop.

from  the

come

Last emptles
Cheat woods, IU's the lasl day il »

slxiy year Spamn. West
add 160 to s unemployed.

Virginis



Mt el

whemldn 1
ik =il

That's a jeog loader, children.
Bmre ysu koow now. Bul ithere
will come & dxy when you won'l

Undess the state of West Virginia,
businessmen, have the wis-
ts preserve this rich heritage,

whare | worm-

vl Walching 1! as | Qid, froe

el 15D alr milea away at dusk w Al W
mapiring sight | can never forgel, And with
the help ok two large pholo murals [ took, 1

shall
Can the East top that? Yes, H can, Not

neYes

by frying to match that which makes the
West great, no! by matching mountain peak
far mountain peak; bul by preserving that

by
1Y

preserving
books is

great,
our hist

which made America

that which the East in
soted for—its human heritage.

we have beaultiful forests and hills

True
in the East with a ¢cortain
t¥ to set them apart from those of the West, but

unusual sylvan beau-

it's not a dvnamic beauly as with the West
And it's not going to draw people [rom the
Midwest East when it's just about as easy
for them to travel West. But it"s a combina-
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the
dinamism of our rich human heritage Lhat
will draw people to the East. Why do people
go to Europe? Certaiuly not to listen to peo-
ple speak a language they can't understand
or Lo see sceriery we ean surpass several times
over in our own backyard. Nor for the op-
portunity of spending the $500 round-trip air-
plane fare. It'¢ the human heritage in Europe -
—the museums colosseums, pyramids, that take
people there, One note—sa local friend of mine
in the junk business advises me thal the max-
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a

mile delivered in Pititsburgh if the rail 5 re-
saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value, Also

he says thai to lay track new would cost—Ia-

bor 810 per fcot and $2,000 for switches plus

People, who are deeply inferested in fffe
“~asking me if it is maybe possible

the Woverluiuser Mil
were 25 In our party. Tours ware hourly every

day of the week, Absurd? Na! In a largd con.

went through ThHare

ter of population—no. Just a pure ge i L

: ' Poy a p P EEnuine ir Chest 't?mru“ came  from Ui

terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And  gaiy worr (U8 the lasi dap alin!
: / FAr Wpan. West Virginis

remember, this ls just lo see a mill operate
There's no ride involved. No scenecy to see
It's not next to anything else of Interest.
There's no timbering to watch. It's just to

look at a saw mill

Wo Have 50 Much ...
My fathe
me around on jaunts for guess whal — just

to see the remains of ald iron furnaces, And

r-indaw travels East and hauls

there are crowds at the developed places like
Hopewell. Why? You know why, And vet
there's nothing operating at these places. All
there s pamphlets and restored
and reconstructed remains. So, plus these
three vitally interesting facets of cur herilage
we have added al Cass a perennizl
a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten
heritage of sur future—the National Radio
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be-
lieve me there's a Gold Mine in Them Thar
Hills and it's not in California.

are guides

lavarite

And you can continue to ask me far
any possible further help 1 may give, [ want
nothing more out of it than the feeling that
['ve done somelhing for a good cause and the
self-satisfaction that thal gives and the know-
ledge that future generations and myself will
have places to go in the East in quesl for rich
vacation spots.

Russ Baum

fate of the Cass railroad have been
fo have a mass meefing somewhere in

: in the sfafe. Any suggestions along this line from readers?

Clyde Galford brings

from the hills

Lre
past,

al

Weak

mdd 180 is jia uBemployed

s e AP
-
in weod
This is truly a ple-
Virginka's glorieus
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PAGE FOURTEEN

HOVEMBES
$adh e e
THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RA]LR{)AD
If West Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with fourist
dollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (sitting left to
right) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley, Standing: Deon Crislip, Ted
Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed Carl Gzine
C. H. Koontz, Don MoweF, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoké, T. G. Matney, and Herb “chup-
bach. .
- BB LA A BB BAAEEEEEEAEELLEEELEEE
Cass Tram Report ONLY RAILROAD i
(From Pace 1) NDT MERGING |
- is interested in .buyingthe |§ ~ Betw-2n s°75im78 nfsm .
rmlrrmd if the stnte decides a- -rhpmdg- £ -miniiteas u-: |
ﬁnﬂ. making pum 'H-r o !MIM :;". f
mﬂ'tld l:lffll‘ !@;‘?" . g pass /
I Mﬂhﬁlﬂ Harry R Raul- L0 g
A e 4 . 5 B
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THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD

¥ West
ipliars these men who met on the inspaction trip two weeks

WJ J. €. Cruickshank, Jim Comstack, and Harry Pauley.

Standing:

Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with tourist

ago, They are: (sitting left 1o
Don Crislip. Ted

itte, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L, Reed, Carl Grinar,

‘M. Koontr, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yokis, T. G. Matney, and Herk “:cliup-
ich.
n AL L L L PLLLLLELEELEEL S ST D Sd b
CGS:J::BL“ REII;Uﬂ ONLY RAILROAD '
- aae |} NOT MERGING
er,” is mtd-emd in ‘buyl thll Elt“"'in sczinng of two |
‘_ri!ll'nlﬂ_il the atate decides a- 3 lec va cmini‘teas Sun-
the purchase ing senators and |
) . S UsEaT the
l‘r- "8 m‘
1 A ._" -}. g A Il 1
'Lt'“'l"_i‘*l‘ '€t ‘rulirond. :

Ipy D - MeDowell) p1lm
that the Goiévernme prid- F
| nanaa Committea l v lce r
[ quorum to take formrel welion
bunrh:.' The total of four mem-
bhers present was two short ‘of

[the quorum required for the 10-

member committee to do busi- |

ness,

Pauley said he was reason-
ably r:ertatn however, that the
'full committee would approve
'the decision to talk about the
'matter further with the Con-
|serval.mn Commission, The
‘other three members present
were Sen. A. L. Reed (R-Pres
‘ton). Del. “Herbert Schupbach
(D-Wetzel) and Del. Ward M.
D:wmn {R—Hurgan}

- Will Meet Hp\r. 13

l “Thizs Is the only

doesn’t want to merge
L ]

& tcmﬂu Eqm:il makmg a favorable

House Spoakor Harrey B
Pauley (D - McDoawall) com-
. mantad:
rail-

1
3|
road | kneew of  that }{

H
with another one. E

| A e i A A A AR AL L L EELEE

ter from Midwest Steel Corp..
which . has indicated that 0
wants to remove the railroad
before the weather gets cold if
no sale is made. |\t
Committee members decided |-
they don't have the authority |
to take a proposed $5,000 option |
on the steel and rolling stock|
¢f the railroad. 1
Pauley said the powers of the
committee could scarcely ex-

H
Y
¥
L]
L]
;]
4
1

%

to the next
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ealy crilerion
whether we need
mat. We shall t

Jil;

e

d

wnrk
and rewarding talent

It's talent that
to get and don't want
—we can always get warm bod
call the roll. We shall vis
esch other's campuses and
about each other's prob-
and sirengths first hand.
tired of hotels—bul never
campuses. We shall help each
other. First we must sell, even
than we have, the values
of higher education to the peo-
and their leaders—make
absolutely clear its indispensa-
State, to the Na-
and to youth in the secand
of the 20th century. We
join in encouraging lo-
creased corporate  giving 1o

higher education and in edu-
caling all our alumni te the
:;(.ut that their own education
 whether public or private, was
heavily subsidized. Together we

in deter:
more
alk

improvement ol ed-
gquality, instead, or at |
in addition. We shall lr;r]
out wavs of identify-
as | states too, with a few
hed from mere time |exceptions, has fallen in love |followed the commiltee’s ap-|quired o climb Bald Knob fig-
we |with the Cass Railroad. This
0 {fact was brought oul at the
s put our money there | Legislalive commiltes

PAGE SEVEN

By Ivan M. Hunter

other
notable

Virginia, and several

meeling
{held In Charlestsn Sunday, No-

to stand up in a classroom | vember 20.

A pelition bearing the names
of 1500 Marshall College stu-
dents, along with numerous let-
ters and wires, was read to the

imously wvoted on co-chairman
Harry Pauley’'s motion to recom-
mend the purchase.

The molion instructed Con-
servation Director Warden ML
Lane, lo iget in touch with the
owners of the railroad and roll-
ing stock and attempt o gel
a reasonable price quoted for
presantation to the full house
membership when they convene
|in Janmuary for the 1961 ses
slon,

During the Sunday meeling
Director Lane revealed some
of the long range plans for
lourist development in West
Virginia by his Conservation
Commission. The Director spe-
cifically mentioned the Seneca

Gorge
velopment should have higher

R:iurily than the Cass scenic
ilroad.

_ ¢ expressed cnly mild en-
1t for lhe development

six mangroup before they unan- |

Rocks area and the Bluestong .
as projects whose de- | pensive lodge to house and feed | Parkersburg in 1888

of tha Cass line but teld the

{would be glad to operate Lhe
| scenic line if the legislaiure

|proval and “‘give us ensugh
monev fo run il on™ !

Listing some of his nt-je:l-|
tions {o the project the Conser-
vation Commissioner noled that
the town of Cass was almost
inacressable’ to cam:en!.‘ated|
| tourist traffic. He also stated |
{that the cosl of acquiring amd
inerating the scenic shay line
migh: prove prohibitive. |

Ted Rife, an employee of the |
radic-astronomy center lt!
| Green Bank. 'and an ardent
spokssman for advocates seek-

| mountain line in operation in
the eastern United Slates, dis-
puted some of the.cost figures
nuoted earlier in the hearing
by Director Lane.

“The HBluestone Gorge and
Soneca HRocks have been in
 place for = million years, and

| will last another million”, Rife
|said. “But the Cass Line will
{be sold for scrap unless some-
body takes action soon', Rife
Wwen: of.

Dsputing the need of an ex-

|tourists Rife explained that the
jstate could purchase several
' pld Pullman coaches and dining
_cars and set them off on a sid-
‘ing 2ad the Cass Railroad would

DECEMBER 3, 1940

be in business, st o fraction of

Just aboul evervbody in Wesl | committee thal his department | the cosl estimated by Direcloe

Lane.
Even the amoanl of coal res

ured in the discussion. Warden
Lane had earlier told the. leg-
islators that his depariment. es--
timated that it would, take Len
tons of coal 1o make the sieep
ascenl.

Railfan Rifle challenged ‘th&
tonnage figure and told, the
members thal it would only

take four tors o ¢limb L h &
mountain and “a half a ton to
come down”.

“We Piropose lo hold a pubs,
lic meeling somewhere in dhai

(state, as suggested by the West -
irg :p preserve the last steam ! Virginia Hillbilly, to plm fom *

{action to present our cause toe

¥

the Wesl Virginla Legislature I

when It convenes in January",

the astronomy cenler account-
|amt announced ol the meeling.
| “Public notice of the lime and
place will he announced,” Rife
coneluded

'EGAN WROTE HUMOROUSLY
| OF THE CIVIL WAR

]|'|'||?e Latest Word on Cass Choo Choo

mmm

One of the few humorous g
"boaks on the Civil War is “"The i
{Flying Gray Haired Yank® ggd
| written by Michael Egan of —<2d8

TWAINS PARENTS LIVED
IN MASON COUNTY

The parents of Mark Twain
once lived in Mason County.

|

o
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Time to Start Workin' on

Thete » peoreolucly "h0 W be ecossary to laxs \re | great date and he s serving
o e & 3 " ot e i M N tor [ ni e T f |llf" : .--f..
y e w rast ¢ r That ymebody {irst the he i ua
J and 3
- L] . 4

£ £ i 3 3 A L i W Wi 1 i H done. One wonder W | the gov
g2 tl o ke it becauss ernor deesn't like the railroad

3 - i 4y ¢ would have saxd to the l"ﬁ.fl" The Senats ¥ West \ '.r:.:‘

Cree ow TRt~ 'y \ ytur | tl kes the railr an ' in

1 ! -t w* 1Lhi IT P e Ou he 0]l i % -

HTY 3 sl M d nt i L our ] B ) 3 I [ o r B y -

sl S8 Pl St uoemp. _‘.r=f xnd let's give the people back  little raiiroad and they said, n
seplie of Cass o work running a little something.” The Gover- they wouldn't itemize it. The

i Betle radiroad. to building nor has been made good father I[u[lf[- and the Senate have to
w w oursl camps that of the West. Virginians by a  agree or the budget can't be sub-
mitted and the legislature can't
adjourn until they get togeth-
er. So there was a kind of com-
prise.

“Let's put in enough money
and if the Conservation Com-
mission wants to buy it later,
then they can buy it." That was
nice on the surface, but it still
means that there's somebody in
power who doesn't like the little
railroad and that the state will
never buy it. Or so this paper
thinks

There is somebody who likes
the little Cass railroad. This

. cabmmns Rut thic nan.
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1 |
;
inion. So
. Butl
} LIAt ne
L 15 15
West Virgin-
o
v knows. One
men says it will take
money and he talked
1 ts on top of the hill
f it other things. This
er said back to him, get the
railroad first and then talk a-
it those things. Be sensible

But the man got ruffled and the
iper t ruffled and nobody
gol anvwhere

Now this paper predicts that

the thing is left up to the

state, that the railroad will be
sold to those people in Marion,
Virginia, who would like to have

it to attract tourists. But that
shouldn't happen and this paper
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his paper

over
taken
Domin-

LD
IXEg IS

the | J:._i

irently has more
leadership than

West Vir-

buying

ike Lhls Lhing PpoOssi-

w is the time to say your

I rite 1 now 95
what extent you can or will

paper

i - ¥

Write to us until we get a
saod organization to take over

A

EYFILR.
ailway, aftmr the
(4
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Hovugusly ancde that 1

Wiserbr prermitiing,
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Lhelions ore run om
and this causen the
earty June and Inie
A M. oond 2:15 F. B othie
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. .. happen in eur

from there. also watch for a big

meeting in the Civic Center or

somewhere soon. At this meet |
ine we will have experts On

hand, we'll have lawyers Lo tell
how to organize stock compal-
ies. and we'll have a treasurer
on hands to take money.

Let's prove to the world that
West Virginia doesnlt have 10
go prowlng around Washingtan
for commodities for its people

to The Irish Is on

it
phus clock Lrrikeats
aridi] s

West Virginia hills?
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God
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take

to live. Let's
good sC

has given us 10
gptiabilities and turn
cash., Watch for further
(from this paper.

However, Il 18 possible foT the
state to do something. Bul this
\paper thinks the chances are
molecular. This paper lh-lﬂ'r'.:'-‘lt
is a job for the people, not 1he
people who represe nt the
people.
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er. 5o there was a kind of com-
prise,

8 agree ar this

mitted

M get

ahte

put In enoveh monev
‘onservation Com

waniz o buy N later

in buy [t.” That was
o surface, but it still
Lhat there's somebody In
POWET Who doesn't like the little
il 'N"'.l and that the state will

never it. Or so this paper
Lhinks
There is somebody who  likes
t} Cazs railroad. This
tance. But this pap-
¥ TUOEd

R ! c
¥ scour Bu
i = wWho OKe Lhi
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budyet of the state. Why they
don't like it, nobody Enows. Oni
of the big men says it will tak
too much money and he talke
about tollets on top of the hil
and aboul other things. Thi
paper said back to him, get th
railroad first and then talk
kout those things. Be sensibl
But the man got ruffled and ti
got ruffled and noboc
gol anywhere

3y MILES Now this paper predicts th
2 if the thing is left up to 1

state, that the railroad will

sold to those people in Marc

0 P . Virginia, who would like to ha
it to attract tourists. But th

: : shouldn't happen and this pap

will scrap till hell freezes ov
or until the last spike is tak
up and sold to the Old Dom
ion, which apparently has mu
gumption and leadership tl
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¢nough of wyou
finians are interested in buy

o make this thing po

i stock
ble, now is the time to say ¥
piece. Write this paper now
lo wha! extent you can or
po. Write to us until we g
good organization to take

Couldn’t something like this . . .

Hillbilly’s Salute to The Irish I




Complete Text

My purpose bere today i to g
ot e
¥ Vispada's  parclaag amd opersting &
segmest of the Mower Lumber Co. in
| Casa West Virginia as an operating
| muses= of railresding and lumbering—
| fmrs of ibe ceatury style—for the bene.
fif of the people of the slate and as 3
| smajer tourist attraction. And furiher, to
ahow that this tourist aiiraction waould
pay Hi own way from Hs own revenue

Railroads, and expecially logging

failroads, Bave far the past 15 years
beer my primary hobby. Through busi.
ness. the military service, and vacations.
| have tarveled znd seen most of Lhe
ipteresting railroads in 49 of our X
giaes Canadas, and Mexico from the
Cookuila and Zocaieas to the White Pass
and Yukon In niding over the Mower
rallroad last October it occurred to me
that few Railroad and none of the opera
ting lourist railroads came close to
matching the Mower In spectacular
scenery. Further the most scenic port of
the line is within & miles of Cass.

It was because aof this ride that
ihe thought keot mulling over in my
mind thal this deflinitely would be the
jine to preserve 1s an operaling leg
ging railmoad fo be promoted as a
fourist atiraction. & would be 2 natural
for the stale to imclode it in its Park
System. This whole concept of a rallroad
park i3 not mew. [n 1847 the Edarville
ILR. was born in Cape Cod District of
Mass. with six mile of track around
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most
successful of the tcurists operations. The

{ Another tourist railroad is the
| Tweetsle at Blowing Rock, N. C., near

! the Smékies but I & remote section of
[ N " f was told thet last year they

feasitality of the state of Wedl:

Durange s a hooming tourist center.
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years
ago lo $7.00 today for a single, and the
wausual psri s that Durange (s 450 miles
frem the nearest city of over 5000
population and has to compete with such
allractions a5 ths Grand Canyon, Hocky
Mountzin Nationsl Park, and Yellow-
slone for the long distance lourisis.

Another is the East Broad Top in
Penna. It started this August with a
five mile trip through some pleasant
farm land. It is presently betlering ex
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera-
itng Vice President, expects lo add to
the line next year.

Although these other railroads are
aperating quite successfully, they have
anly one basic attraction, that is a rail-
road with an operating antique sleam
enpine hauling poeple for an average of
five miles over the track. The Mower
Lumber Co. Reilrad has far more 1a
offer.

To slart with, it would be the
pperation of a real rallroad—most of the
fourist lines are built for the occasion
and for the historian type person, there
fore lack imterest.

The Mower does nol merely go
around im a circle or over an uninter
g ing stretch of land. The aother lines
operating in the East can come nowhere
near matching its scenery. You would
have the added interest of lumbering—
turn of the century style—and lumbering
in itself has a grest appeal to many peo-
ple. Today in the United States Lhe only

rallroad Iozsing by the old ﬂ-!‘lbd o
rull to logging point and ihd.der_ ﬂr

of Russeli Baum’s Cass Railroad Plea ,; o :

is the Silvertan Line running from Dur-
amge’ to Stlwverton, Colorado,! They are
booked up in~advance for lckess and a
ride over their 45 miles of teack requires
a four day wait om the average. Today

=

tentlal to serve as a. lourist f.

The engines trémselves dre yver

unique in the annals of Rwilroading. They
are Shay geared stear engines complets
with a real 1B20 dimond
are two switchbacks on the line. And [
know of only twe others left (n 1the
U. 5

stack. Thera

There is an added attraction of a

mammoth cave anly about 50 yards fram
the suggested termination of the line on

the hill. This cave has received innom-
erable write-uns in cerlain magazines
A cave in itself would altracl numerous
tourists, and th: combination wouold

make a very sirong tourist atiractisn.

Then "zt Greenbank, five mites

away is a large observatory that would
help attract still more people

The Mower operation would re

quire the operation of only five miles

f track and the purchase of six miles.

This would take the line through i

finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal
length for this sori of thing

Because the major invesimen is
there, the cost weuld not be large and
no more than serap value for rail and
angines

Ta summarize—none of the other
railroads serve any other purpose than
to memorialize sieam railroads, and none
have cperaling peared engines of ime
terzsiing scenery. With the Mower you
kave in addition the large interest i3
legging—ihe chaece 10 show old e
logging railroadirg at ils best—and 4
large undeveloped cave.

However this is the last opportunk
ty to do something about it Unless i
is stopped, tha salvage campany \wanis
the tracks ripped up by lime wid.ck
sets in. Building & new wouid
be prohibitive

The nighways 1oF enlering Tan

s mem WD

e
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wan becawse of Lhis ride that
malling over In my
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detimitely would be 1lhe

monil Thal 1he
her Gn pEwsatve &3 AL Jpoeraling log
g reilroad to Be promoted ai 2

eaariat altrpciiog. N 'l'-L'td be & natural
ey e ate Lo pde it in its Park
Spwigm Thaa -*.uh- concept of a railroad
path &4 pot mew In 1947 the Edarville

RE was born in Cape Cod District of
Mass with six mile of track around

4 Crasberry Bog Today it is the most
guccessfal of the tourists operations. The
_lnndlmrmtn the hun-
dreds of thousands.

Another tourist railroad is Lhe
;mgmmn C., near

bhe Brikfes hur fa = remote section of
was rold that Iast year they

made §150000 net proift. This year Lhey
are sdding $30.000 in superfluous addi-
=t sueh as the purchase of a railroad
the WhHie Pass and
They have a five mile
Another good example

womotive from

Alaska

wrier of rack

i B W pressnilly Veetlaring ==

i 1A, 'l
petatinns and Mr. Wilburn, the apera
ing Viea PFregident, expacis ta add 16

ihe line newl Y&ar
Although These other rallroads are

have

aperating quile tuccesslully, they
anly one basle attraction, that s a rail
raad with an operating anlique sleam

gngine haulhng poeple for an average of

five milés over the Lrack. The Mower
Ilomber Co. Railroad has far more t3
offer.

To start with, it would be the

pperation of a real rallroad—most of the
tourist lines are built for the occasion
and for the historian {ype person, there-
fore lack interes:.

The Mower does not merely go
around in a circle or over an upinier
prtipg siretch of land. The other lines
opersting in the East can come nownere
near matching ilti scenery. You would
heve the added interest of lumbering—
turn of the century style—and lumbering
in itself has a grest appeal to many ped-
ple. Taday in the United States the only
rafiroad leazing by the ‘ald mathad of
rail te logging point and skidder car
and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It
travels the highest point East of tha
Mississippi River of any railroad. It

has the best scenery East of the Rockizs,

and is the only operational Railroad East

ofsthe Skerras that would have the oo

v ™
iy Lhad wauld

e Fpale

i L
traet | more
3 51 i

the aperat

o7 opeErziion would rs-

i of only flve miles

al track and the purchase of six miles
s wauld take the line through s
linest scencry, and five miles s the ideal
length for this sart of thing

Hecause 1ne major Invesiment s
would not be large and

scrap value for rail and

there, Lhe cost

no more than
engines,

To summarize—none of the othar
rallroads serve any other purpose than
1o memaorizlize sleam railroads, and naze
have cperaling geared engines or (-
terasiing seanery. With the Mower you
have In addition the large interesl in
legping—the chence to show old ti=m=
logping railroading at its best—and 2
large undeveloped cave.

However this is the last opportiugi-
ty to do something about it. Unless it
is stopped, the salvege company mm:s
the tracks ripped up by time wir:.:r
sets in. Building a new rallroad woull

e prohibitive.
The highways for enLeTing Casa

from East, Morth, and South are wIvy
good making it readily accessible.
Trainfan Baum, @ Pennsylvania
businessman, made this speech batars
fine Houss of Dalegates, Oct. &

(JUx lhtth
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- My purpose here today ls to Sug-

the feasibility of the
' ﬁ:rl":linll‘s _purchasing #nd 'dﬂmé“‘ l:

| gepment of the Hn_'wer Lumbar u.“
Cass, West Virginia a3 an operating
museum of railroading and lumbering—
| {urn of the century styla—for the bene-
fit of the people of the stale ar'n:l as a
II major tourist attraction. And furthes, to
show that this tourist attraction would
its own way from its own revenue
Railroads. and expecially logging
railroads, have for the past 15 year;
been my primary hobby. Through busi-
ness, the military service, and vacations,
| | have larveled and secn most of the
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50
stiates. Canada, and Mexico from the
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower
raflroad last October it occurred to me
that few Railroad and none of the opera
ting tourist railroads came close to
matching the Mower in spectacular
scenery. Further the most scenic part of

tha line is within 6 miles of Cass.

It was because of this ride that
the thought keot mulling over in my
mind that this definitely would be the
line o preserve as an operating log-
ging railroad to be promoted as a
tourist attraction. It would be a natural
for the state to include it in its Park
System, This whole concept of a railroad
park is not new. In 1947 the Edarville
RR. was born in Cape Cod District of

pary
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| ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the
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is the Silverton Line running from Dur. Lential 1o
sery

The en
unique in the
ire Shay gea
with a real
AT two gwit
know of oy
. 8.

‘booked ‘up in”gAvance for tiekews and 5
ride over their 45 miles of Yeack .ﬂ:qulre.-;
a four day wait on the average. Today
Durange is a hooming tourist center,
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years

uausual pari is that Durange is 450 miles
from the nearest city of over 5.000
population and has to compete with such
attractions as the Grand Canyon, Rocky

Thers
mammoth oy
the SUuggeste

Mourntain Nalional Park, and Yellow- LTI’.MI b
stone for the long distance tourisis, ;d,}_:i ‘M;’
Another is the East Broad Top in '.““:1_.'1;5 ”‘H
Penna. It startsd this August with a maike 2 4
five mile trip through some pleasant :
farm land. It is presently bettering ex- _ .T:u
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- *:,‘j :‘1
itng Vice President, expects to add to i I'L.{.;
the “mf next year. quire the
Although these other railroads are ¢ 11400
operating quite Successfully, they have This wo
anly one basic altractiom, that is a rail-  gipact <o
road with an operating antique steam length 1
engine hauling poeple for an average of B
five miles over the track. The Mower h t
LL'mber Co. Railroad has far more (2 r;;r;p”
offer, engines
To start with, it would be the i@ 'r
operation of a real rallroad—most of the 1
tourist lines are built for the occasion Eivond
and for the historian type person, there- -y fnm'
fore lack interest. ha“.-q
The Mower does not merely go ;r:f

around in a circle or over an uninter-
e~'mgz stretch of land. The other lines
operating in the East can come nowhere

rail to logging point and skidder car be pm%f:ﬂ

and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. 1t P, 100

travels the highest point East of the m mkl

Mississippi River of amy railroad It

has the best scenery East of the Rockies, Trai
businessma

and is the only operational Railroad East
of\the Sierras that would have the po- the Houss
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ng from Dur-
Colorado. They are
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lpf Baum’s Cass

%

» four day wait on the average. Today
e is a hooming tourist center.
Hotel rates shot from £2.50 eight years
ago to §7.00 today for a single, and the
uausual pari is taat Durange is 450 miles
from the nearest city of over 5000
tation and has to compete with such
aitractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky
Mourtain National Park, and Yellow.
itone for the long distance tourists.
Another is the East Broad Top in

%enna. [t started this August with a
jve mile trip through some pleasant
grm land. It is presently bettering ex-
gctations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera-
ng Vice President, expects to add to
je line next year.

Alihough these other railroads are
jerating quite successfully, they have
ily one basic attraction, that is a rail-
@d with an operating antique steam
jgine hauling poeple for an average of
e miles over the track. The Mower
imber Co. Rai'road has far more td

tenilal to serve as a Lo :
The engines th ‘ h: {
unique in the annals of Railroading. They
are Shay geared stcam engines complels
with a real 1890 dimond stack. Thera
are lwo switchbacks on the line. And [
:;Inn: of only two others left in the

There 15 an added attraction of a
mammoth cave only about 50 vards {rom
the surgested termination of the line on
the hill. This cave has received innum-
erable write-uns_ in certain magazines
A cave in itself would attract numerous
tourists, ths ¢ombination would
make a very strong tourist atlraction.

Then at Greenbank, five miles
away is a large observatory that would
help attract still more people.

The Mower operation would re-
quire the operation of only five miles
of track and the purchase of six miles.
This would take the line through iis
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal
length for this sort of thing,

Because the major investment i3
there, the cost would not be large and
no more lhan scrap value for rail and
engines.

To summarize—none of the othar
railroads serve any other purpose than
to memorizlize steam railroads, and none
have cperating geared engines or in-
teresiing scenery. With the Mower you
tion the large interest in

and

be prohibitive. '
: The highways for entering Cass

¢rom East, North, and South ave viry
good making It readily accessible.

Trainfan Baum, a Pennsylvania
apeech bafors
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T; "Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad

SAIANS OF COODDWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A MOKE-BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND,
THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM.
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Characler of Pearl Buck
I had heard thal Tom teck

nrought aleng an extra parka-
like thing which he gives me |
snd which shrouds me like 8| offense  at
mummy's bandage and 1 never |forping to him s "half man™
lin her hook., “Nothing to ft ot

|euffee lo say thal he wis an
officer and he sal in a church
in Germany 17 making plans
for nn mitack when a bomb came
thratigh the roof

begts ol i

had It =n goad

1 say, “Fill me in, |H
and Joha fills me in|him
malter of facl he 1
ailrnads, Railroad grades | He understands more (han peo-
are told in percentapges. A rise ple think amd
of one inch per hun

with them, and called a

linto a jeep amd laken av

lgot |grudpes. 1 Lhink he

or maybe a golf course — \{he base

In Georgia for I anybody could
pcale i, He smd the poem wis
st o hoy on the farm, who |
hated it. and (hen grew up la
become &  wealthy man, bot
now he wanted desperately lo
* get hack to the simple ways
again, “The Zresident could
guote but two lines from the
poem. That's all he knew.
This fellow who was trying lo
make Eisenhower didn't say a
word. Soon as the dinner was
pver, he got.lo a phone and
started calling book stores in
Mew York, He recited the
guotation {o exch of them and
offered a ridiculous price to
the man wha could find il
first. One was found after a
short time and the man char-
tered a privale plane to fly
the hook to Washington and
witkin a shori time after the
dinner was able to say Lo Lthe
| Fresident, “Oh, hy the way, I
| just happen te have with me

drosl hasn't come so early, a i i
! tarly, and | the book that has that poem in
where green clings for a few it that you Wﬂ:::{ i E'

more precions mincles belore |

sifhotgh  calariul
ExY. Lo sl the danee macahre |
sof-nature the lust fling befare |all the ears, 5 wo double up |vanked its last log I
hills bevond., but that

Lagl Train from Cass

instance. |greal®.
| Mow most Main Line roads are
from one and a half fo lwo|pgreat foo.
Some few roads, but

is indeed a man.

Wanderful Peopls

met Dave Bond, the

We have chugged o

nat Main Liners, are five or six {3nd :hrwglfhat;tgurlmr E:ﬁg;:
that looks like polrchromatic
needle point work at times, and
colorful and downy gossamer
at others, depending upon how
the sun shines or how the
Wa come lo a
farm where catile and sheep
graze and [ am told That thers
js 2 eave nEar
with a subterranean waterfall
higher tham the mghty NMia-
gara, "Will we see {7 1 ask
and am teold that It will hava
to wait another lime We furn
2 bend on the level, make a
corve on the slant, then Wead
for higher ground, Another stop
and @ start and the secomd of |
the two swilch-backs has been
met and taken. IU is colder and
the air is stronger, lika a wine,
snd 1 wish thers were mara
alomp to drink it all in with
pull ahead and stops, the |me, and share It ned tn toss
ek is switched, and now il |the dregs of contentment back
puilling instead of pushing |to grow and
And this tan't so geod at all |gthers. I now see what {L would
mean, this ratlrond, to hurdreds

never more. This
o1k i nine percent. Just think
that, nine percent”.

I don't motice the climb wp-
ward because it is gradosl, |
that the autumn

| (spelling. ugh!] who is a Uni-|
|versily of Virginia student and
{'railfan, I met Robert Jacohson,
|wha iz running for Proseculing
Attorney, and who became & |do notice
subseriber, And I met Dr. Carl [splendor s to be spen on all
i;—':dus and back behind us s a
valley with a backdrop of hills,
Now we come to a switch-back
and Russell Baum, who started
the ‘whole thing, as you will
| remember if you have read the
pasl two papers, rushes ua to
tell mwe something.

Frazier af WV,

The lrain iz ready to go into
the mountains
legislatocs and all others who
wish to lake the trip a prevue
of what kind of ride a tourist |

prass to speak of taking tonrists |
for a rile. There is a caboose,
or personmel car for the woak. |
{and an open-air, side-railinged
{log ear for the sturdy. We all|
{go openalr for the first shank
of the _ourney.

From the very starl the ride
lis- skywird. In & mimite or so0

*There 15 only one

|States, This has to switel
ledimb the hill", What he means
is heing demonsirated, The en-

tmill thal has sawed its last log
and we pass up the old rail-

wind is againsl us

There’s no fense in laking |proad

d Baromoss Winter holds all fand it isn't 1oa /|
fan 1 g until we are
Lhrall T have hegome potétie, |at Cass, There |s a crowd about

o avoid hitting a yaung budl [Tior faecs in the crowd and new
'“'::‘?l bas wtrayed from o field | ones too. Thers ks, frst as ':'-L
5+ I oY 3 fenee and slands wavs when a steem engine s

An the road. His head is thrust | puffing, John Killoran, th e
beering, s his WSAZ-TV mam who has been
and out ke |going to. bat for the train's

forward, nmﬂg
oyt
Dellows, giving me no glance | proservation, ofer his Lyt LheTen s 41

of people who have never gons
up the side of 2 Weit Virginda
mauntzin, by foot or rall and
1 think how lucky thoe stale is
that Reussell Baum came 1o U
hefore the Iracks were laken
up and alerted us alecpy people
There is more bepuly: heauty
of white jutting rocks from the
side, trees of all eolors Anid
there's a deop red here, Dick
Egwman brings it at 8 Sicp
{Turn to Page 14

¢ descend  upon us
v smow and we all ieek
rage, using my parka
thers uaing handker-

4 doubt good bhecanze there
peality Jerks me back, Iltho old steam locomotive which [no gmufr rape of the woods like
the' iz beiching ot =mpke o |[then
and swerve dangerously | proper salutation. I see fomb |Frankemstein of the forest
think to mysell how
mill cauld be kepl ps
nf o now dead way of pro
the warld with
bow there could be 2 womlhi
museum assembled and Rept

thot committed Iy

o4 i3 almost pain- |
t. Behind s the |
backdrop of the mountaing 5|
more distinet and 1 nolice dif-|




To Buy or Not To Buy ;

CERTAIN WEST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE

TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STATE'S BUYING THE RAILROAC

One barometer of ;1gi11g I but concentrating quite lecher- |tion. And there a
think is a propensity to associate ously upon a herd of young |Bowman, whom i
a contemporary act with a half- | heifers in a field, who exaspera- | Frank Callendar
remembered tune or the half [tingly pay him no mind at all ! Bank observato
forgotten words of an old song. but graze on with the hard-to- | Phillip Newell”,
last Saturday there kepl com- Zet nonochalance of the gender. |and I shake har
ing to my mind's ear bits of an The first man I meet at|Scriber whom
old hymn that [ used to listen | gi Sperry’s El Poco, the ap- much about t
to. but was never brave t-rmu;_fh pointed place -in Marlinton. is '_ met.

o participate in, about lifelnr  Koontz himself who is| Strangely er
being lke a “mountain rail-|ganding in front of the place |about Rev. Nt
Tﬂﬂ.i.f ‘L'I' an :‘!'..-}:!‘I!“t'l' that was ’J.I'lfl med(‘.ring Wh}" it isn‘-t ian pH.F':T.{'_iI' at
b!'.i.'-'t‘ and .E*E:T'.lilf:.‘\;!t'l'j me and fﬂIH"l'l, IIU ll-"‘“b me \'l,‘r'h[_\re cena- 1 went to New
the rest of the congregation 10 tor Carl Gainer is in the motel. |tc check the
“make the run successful from |y g, there and after a while |poverty and d

the cradle to the grave'. Senator Arch Reed comes in | people follow
The “contemporary” associ- and we all go to breakfast, the |down that il
atlon was a real Mountain Rail- | place now being open and bust- |ning Post ga
yoad one which [ felt was ap- ling. At one booth are Mr. E‘:nd One of the sC
proaching a premature grave Mrs. Koontz and at another | told me al
: vork being done in the is Delegate J, C. Cruikshanks. | Rev. Newell
» 1 b 5 Speaker Pauley comes In. told me abo
Pocs . 1 known as i
anc i J inda omotive lke and Taxes cutt Ride
Wi beir [ rap. 1 had here anc
fortuna'r | imew hat Bill Sperry introduces me 10 And so wer
irarulonsly been the engineer a4 stranger, a fellow by the dren. I hav
5hst was brave in a bit of name ol Gambill, who is a tax |delightiu
Mehlative maneuvering that lawyer, and who stops al Bill's \nd thet
m-._-g the depredation o a place w hen  passing thronsh "I'1".‘1.“ <tat
sl until 3 delegation of thal pant of West Virgmia -.3.';3-’.;‘!:-.‘;‘

slstors could look into the Tell him that story "I'n‘i House of
BMter of preserving this ves- Bill and Gambill haltingly telis o .= poe
Wige of steam for a possbile what he had been telling Bill [ )0 my)
A ligection something about how President describes
, :I‘:mnhnwor evades t-l;-ﬂ t:}' Hillsboro
) Marlinten ‘renting his Gettysburg farm o,
el Georgs Allen and Chint Murchiy Y Man)
® son or somebody. None of it Is |\ o "y
Cass clear Lo me, or even interesting. | o 1ny
| | to




:'.r-'r;.'lkr' the run successful from
the cradle to the grave".

The “contemporary’ associ-
ation was a real Mountain Rall-

road, one which | fell was ap-
proaching a premature grave
a8 its work being done in the
woods of Cheal nhove OCass 1n
Pocahontas County was done
and it, track and locomotive,
was being sold for scrap. 1 had

fortunately. and somew hal
miraculously, been the engineer
that was brave In a hit of
legislative maneuvering  that
brought the depredation to a
standstill until a delegation of
legislators could look into the
matler of preserving Lhis ves-
tige of steam for a posshile
tourist attraction.

Meet In Marlinton

Tre day of looking into the
malter was Saturday at Cass
and I was invited by Legislative
Auditor Clarence H. Koontz to
be at the point of assemble
o at Marlinton at nine o'clock.
ﬁl;‘hﬂ Richwood early so that I

|clear to me, or even interesting,
‘but the fellow gets to taiking|
about how big shots play up to

e L e e | ot e ot g B M O U ol Lo T AL -
I #o there and after a while | poverty and ¢
Senator Arch Reed comes in | people follow

|and we all go Lo breakfast, the I| down that i
| plaece now being open and bust- | ping Past g

ling. At one booth are Mr. and |One of the s
Mrs. Koontz and at another|told me a2
is Delegate J, C. Cruikshanks. | Rev. Newel
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me ah
known as t
teuit Rider
there and
And s0 we
dren. 1 has
| delightful
And the
at the sta
instanece.
Touse of

Ilke and Taxes

zill Sperry introduces me to
a stranger, a fellow by the
name of Gambill, who is a tax
lawyer, and who stops at Bill's
place when passing through
that part of West Virginia,
“Tell him that story’, says
Bill and Gambill haltingly tells |
what he had been telling Bill,ﬁfhm;‘f ;ﬂ
something about how President | de:cribesc
Eisenhower evades taxes bFlHillShﬁl‘D
renting his Gettysburg farm to “Mv Man
George Allen and Clint Murchi-\ 1ef€’r his
son or somebody. None of it is foibitiin

story th
time or
suffice t
officer a
in Germ
for an att

the President and he starts
talking about this fellow who

gets invited to the White House
and how he works the deals

drive slowly over Kenni-

sgon mountain and absorb fthe

autemn beauty for which this

no I'here are

‘ beautiful in the
WOl ppose, but 1 have
never seen them. The day was
ExXactly rig as (o weather and
lemperature. At 7:55 1 started
gown the Pocahontas side of

Kennison and stopped here and
ihere just 10 look at it all
Mmorning vapor was rising
the prone theatre wings

Of the hills and the sun was |

strong enough,
mll:.lum the
ints
o

g
!

-

- S thr 1
that keeps him on the invite ;E;?ugh
list. One involved a book, and | 5= .

= - b . B . - Y, He E \.LL":“ LIk
s a story, I think, worthy of | '~ -~
prints, cause 1l

plans, g
nection
driver 2
into a |
the bas
is indet

the

At a dinner Eisenhower spoke
of a poem that he hadn't read
in years, but would give a farm
—or maybe a golf course —
in Georgia for if anybody could
locate it, He said the poem was |
about a boy on the farm, who
hated it, and then grew up to
become a wealthy man, but
now he wanted desperately to
get back to the simple ways
again, “The President could
quote but two lines from the
poem. That's all he knew.

\

And
tv-man,

(spelliny
|who is
k=

versity
railfan.




_coming through strong enough,

!_q;-'-'uled

-
*- o

Kennison and stopped neic a@ivd |
there just to look at it all|
Early morning vapor was rising |
from the prone theatre wings |

of the hills and the sun was |

and carly enough, to turn the
dew. or maybe the crystals
of the frost, into a sequin
type of thing that
sparkled on the bright and

reds and oranges and
yellows of the leaves, not to|
speak of the undertones of
brown limbs and green of still|
green leaves, and created with-
in me the image of bespangled
gypsy girls dancing in an au-|
rora of Kleig lights. What a|
wonderful wonderland this all |
5 (hic drive in the autumn |
gver RKennison

The beauty of it parades and |
extends on down the countour
of the hill and hills to the

m level below, where the !
hasn't come so early, and |

. wherte green clings for a few |
" more precious minutes before |

domning the fatal costume, !
which, although colorful and |

FAY. g 22l the danse macabre |

___-Ihubu:mmpolmc.i
| peality ferks me back. 1
B¢ down hard upon the
e and swerye dangerously |

hitting & ng bull

a3 .
A

g 3 you
bae strayed t!:‘l field
¥y .mma

il I-'r' i

e

=

‘over, he got.to a phone and
'started calling book stores in

. Sarst A @ 2T

"I'J- - .'-"'F 0 'ht;: -

locate it. He said
about a boy on the farm, who
hated it, and then grew up to
become a wealthy man, but
now he wanted desperately to
get back to the simple ways
again. “The President could
quote but two lines from the
poem. That's all he knew.
This fellow who was trying to
make Eisenhower didn't say a
word. Soon as the dinner was

New York. He recited the
quotation to each of them and
offered a ridiculous price to

the poem was |

R

Won

And 1 n
tv-man, ai
(spelling, 1
versity of
railfan. I 1
who is rur
Attorney,
subscriber.
Frazier of

The trai
the moun'
legislators
wish to ta
of what k

the man who could find it
first. One was found after a
short time and the man char-|
tered a private plane to fly
the book to Washington and |
within a short time after the
dinner was able to say to the
President, “Oh, by the way, I
just happen to have with me |
the book that has that poem in
it that you wanted .. ."” |

Last Train from Cass_

There's no sense in taking |

at Cass. There is a crowd about
the old steam locomotive which
i$ belching out smpke in
roper salutation. 1 see fami
far faces in the erowd and new
ones too. There is, first al-
ways when a steam ot

...-

I
5 '

asn e g Ponep i1l

can be {:
crass to sp
for a ride
or persom
and an 0
log car fo
go open-ai
of the jou

From th
is skywarc
we are [

imill that |

and we p
road ski

ol mature the last fling before |all the cars, so we double up yvanked it
Baroncss Winter holds all land it isn't long until we are hills beye

doubt god
no greatel
then that
Frankensts
think to I
mill could

ne is of a now d
th e the nﬂd

|
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EBELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND, :
3 AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM.

re others. Dick We see loads of steel along
know and Dr the track and I am jolted into
of the Green the thoughts of how this train
F “Meet Dr. and its track will be like cer-
pmebody savs tain of the natives of Guam
s with 2 sub- whom the Japanese slew. They,
have heard the Japs, made each man dig
t bad mnever his grave and get down on his
knees at the edge of it, so that
‘when the big knife came down
he could be Kkicked in after
his severed head. It's like 1thi:;
. for the kind old steam loco-
":::.htj‘.' 'W: molive we arek ridiingﬁ I{ w':'ll
2 seaxe of pull up its track and haul it to
e dressing. |the bottom of the hill and
when the job is done it too

I learned
Presbyter-
mbank when

:d::uﬁ: will go for scrap. Unless, of
wekers there COurse, the State orders a
Geeenbank's 512y of execution.

others bad

. bow be Train With Smoke
mdding Cir

war He was. Ve pass a road and the
b Jaguar whistle tools a warning. A car

B amd oAyl ops and disgorges its passen-
W 3 magy 978 Decause 3 train with smoke
¥ something to see. A little
gl waves and 1 remind my-
Ehers here if 1o read some of good old

=- ¢ Tem Wolfe and | promise.my-

I elf 1 will Upward we go and
L
.: Crascksbanks say that “Poor

¢oider and 1 hear

ferent shades of blue in
receding peak.

I talk with Tom Edgar's wife,
a charming and devoted wife. [
ask her how he will negotiate
the problems of the legislature
if he is elected. She tells me
that there have been many
problems but all have been
solved and taken care of, and
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a
learned and well-read woman
and her knowledge of things
in general is rather tremen-
dous and her interest in pro-
moting tourism for West Vir-
ginia in general and her own
Pocahontas -in particular is al-
most a passion with her. And
Peral Buck is indeed a pas-

each

| sion.

Her father-in-law, Tom's fa-
ther, of course, owns the old
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes
often to visit the place and
in this way has become some-
thing of a member of the
Edgar family and they love
her. Or Mrs., Tom Edgar does.
“She is the most gracious
woman | ever knew"”, she told
me. “She is kind and consider-



» Yirginia. | . ___
'uw"tl re !"I'IFI"E I- COourse,
gt Greenbank’s |
And others had
him. how he is
Hotrodding Cir
Jaguar He was

the State orders a

stay of execution,

Train With Smoke

We pass a road and the
whistle toots a warning. A car
ras his J"”,‘L": stops and disgorges its passen-
EAVEID NG Gl gors because a train with smoke
E RSt & MOFe i+ something to see. A little
s pirl waves and I remind my-
w others there oif to read some of good old
pm Bdgar. for Tom Wolfe and I promise.my-
| running fOr igeif 1 will. Upward we go and

s (Democral) v gots colder and I  Thear
L Me s the Cruyjckshanks say that “‘Poor
Pearl Buck ;14 Comstock is going to freeze

m on 45 death” and 1 look about me
} In .nd see that all the rest have
" Toem Edgar qprelligently  anticipated  this
s, M WO Lind of weather and are dress-
There's 3 .4 in fitting garb. And. Dick
I Bavent powman has evidently antici-
Lel i osted my dumbness and has
along an extra parka-

brought
like thing which he gives me
and which shrouds me like a

' bandage and I never

| most a passion with her. And

Peral Buck is indeed a pas-
sion,

Her father-din-law, Tom's fa-
ther, of course, owns the old
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes
often to visit the place and
in this way has bhecome some-
thing of a member of the
Edgar family and they love
her. Or Mrs, Tom Edgar does.
“She is the most gracious
woman [ ever knew', she told
me. “She is kind and consider-
ate, and devoid of all pretence.
You would think she would
have the right to ‘put on’ just
a little, but she doesn’t. And

she has no use for people

who pretend to be something

that they aren't”.

Character of Pearl Buck ~

I had heard that Tom took

offense at Pearl -Buck’s re-

ferring to him as “half man”

. BT a i e good.

oy thive b John Killoran comes up to
pmpleted bus ™€ and 1 say, “Fill me in,
niees 4 som- John” and John fills me in

and enlled 3 #nd good. “This is one of the
feaded Meep rallroads. Railroad grades
told in percentages. A rise
inch per hundred feet
percent, for instance.
roads

°

in her book. “Nothing to it at
| all. Tom knows what she meant,

'He knows what happened to
As 2

{him. He isn't a baby.

i
Y

| matter of fact he is all man.
He understands more than peo-
'ple think and he bears no
grudges. I think he is prelly

great”,

And I think she is pretty

L]
ok

.



percent Butl never more. This |
e & nine percent. Just think |

W that, nine percent’,

I dont notice the climb up-

ward because It is gradual. |
S0 motice that the autumn
i to be spen on all

iplendor
pides and back behind us is a

walley with a backdrop of hills.
we come 1o a switch-back,

Russell Baum, who started
whole thing, as you will
remember i you have read the

.1to grow and

e llave Ll]ubﬁhu b T~ T

and through autumnal foliage
that looks like polychromatie
needle point work at times, and
colorful and downy gossamer
at others, depending upon how
the sun shines or how the
shadows fall. We come to a
farm where cattle and sheep
graze and I am told That there
IS & cave near here, a cave
with a subterranean waterfall
higher than the mighty Nia-
gara. “Will we see it?” I ask
and am told that it will have
to wait another time. We turn
a bend on the level, make a
curve on the slant, then kead
for higher ground. Another stop
and a start and the second of :
the two switch-backs has been
met and taken. It is colder and
the air is stronger, like a wine,
gnd I wish there were more
along to drink it all in with
me, and share it, and to toss
the dregs of contentment back
multiply for
others. I now see what it would
mean, this railroad, to hundreds
of people who have never gone
up the side of a West Virginia
mountain, by foot or rail, and




[] : A’-i"r

BUYING THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR

jecher- |tion. And there are others. Dick
of young Bowman, whom | know and Dr

ra- Frank Callendar of the Green

bm no mind at all Bank observatory. “Meet Dr.
B with the hardto Phillip Newell"”, somebody says
lapoe of 1he gender. land | shake hands with a sub-
— meet scriber whom | have heard
' much about but had never

b
o -in Mariinton. is met. |

Strangely enough [ learned
of the place about Rev. Newell, Presbyter-
why o b jan pastor at Greenbank, when
e where Send- '] went to New York that time
3 I8 the motel 1o check the Big City for i

i after a2 while poverty and depressed areas of
Reed comes In people following the dressing-
e breakiset, the down that the Saturday Eve-
and bust ning Post gave West Virginia.
are Mr and One of the social workers there
M asother told nge about Greenbank's
. Oreisbanks Rev. Newell And others had
¥ O told me about him, how he is
inown as the Hotrodding Cir-
cult Rider in a Jaguar. He was
there and so was his Jaguar
And so were his wife and chil
dren. | have pever met a more

fal family

1s

]
i

I

AT

ey W ETivanLain

A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE.-BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE m-r‘

there were others there

TOURISTS, WHO HAVE §

We see loads of steel
the track and I am joltec
the thoughts of how this
and its track will be lik
tain of the natives of
whom the Japanese slew.
the Japs, made each m;
his grave and get down
knees at the edge of it, &
when the big knife came
he could be kicked in
his severed head. It’s 1
for the kind old stean
motive we are riding.
pull up its track and ha
the bottom of the h
when the job is done
will go for scrap. Un
course, the State o
stay of execution.

Train With Sme

We pass a road |
whistle tools a2 warnin
stops and disgorges iU
gers because a train wi
3 something 0 e
girl waves and 1 ren

self 1o read some of
Tom Wolle and | pro
self | will U w
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cuit Ruh:f in a Jaguar. He was |
e and vonts there and so was his Jaguar,
stops and disgorge

jperey jptroduces me to And so were his wife and chil-
"4 fellow by the dren. I have never met a more |8€™S because a trail
1§ something to

Peimbill, who is 8 tax |delightful family s somet
pnd who siops :‘:lrl::t’: And there were others there l:qlf :,ahreeidaggmle
hen passing v 'g st the station. Tom Edgar, for \Tem Wolfe ai‘td :
of West __:lﬁu":‘ instance. Tom is running for|geif | will. Upwa
m: ”ﬂ';f‘:‘h. 'II""I House of Delegates (Democrat) it gets f{'f‘ﬂder
bad been telling Bill, | (O Pocahontas, He is the Crujckshanks sa
“ h m'n‘ half man that Pearl Buck sld Comstock is l
L. taxes ,ldmribel in her chapter on i, death” and 1
Hillsboro (her birthplace) in|:nd see that all

“My Many Worlds". Tom Edgar |intelligently ar
left his “other half”, his twoO | yind of weather
in Burl:lpe. There's a ed in flttmg g
story there, which 1 haven't Bowman has e
uUme or room for now. Let it | pated my duml
suffice to say that he was an brought along 2

e JPdaddas = 2 §FUs
whistle toots a wai

he voof and took his'y,

CieaAn

Yoo ithere s A D

cause Lhe officer completed his
plans, gave some orders in con-
nection with them, and called 3 °
driver and had himself loaded
m;mln a jeep and taken away 1o

- 'the base hospital. Tom Edgar

i indeed 2 man.



MESSST AR The Taor ana TanR TR Thaa it =8 gooa.
sy a gt P Ay ab - . 1: Johinn WiNloran
- v N . By 7 = -

“'.‘; afficer completed his | 'F€ and 1 say,
gave some arders in con John and Jaobh

HeT alle and good. “This
i oke ion wilh them andd called a
Eisenhowet? & rect g ¢ 1oaded Steep railroads,

of be hadnt yead deiver and had himseis * |are told in pere

- f Ty : ]l taken away 0 _
would give & farm into a jeep a7 ] of one Wnib 3
15 one pprr_'pn‘

she base hospital. Tom Edgar
" . an ; '
s indeed a m Bl ]
from one and

Wonderful People percent. Some

And 1 met Dave Bond, the not ?"h_:n ;J?nr
iwenan. and Larry Fellure pfrrcfm Sut 1
ng. u‘h'_l who is a Unij- O8€ i$ nine pe
versity of Virginia student and of that, nine |
railfan. 1 met Robert Jacobson, | | don't notk
for Prosecuting ' ward because

LA
| -
.. o

’od woris : cAueD

i
4
H

il

: ’
D-' r
F.
=
E
!



B S agieiators abu Sl others wae
mlﬂ of them and wish 1o lake the Lnip a pievue
Banions price 1018 st kind of ride a touris!
i i ; nt t O
L poud TR N _.n be taken, if it isn
r da - rf ".i maw B g - L]
e Sound MNET 8 Leaes to tpoak of 13 . -
M e AR CRAT e o ride There is a 3 ‘
. s N ke
e pane 18 Y e nersonnel cal
Washingion 2 . andl 30 Open ¢
M e ATeT L0€ e ‘ ' "
l"‘fu' 14 el ‘ » 2 { arr 'f F 1t
R ™ e WAl . I 1At TS
. “ ; Hrf ¥ - -
s hire - B
)" . ""'|I1f"+ g . —
pa— e s ara. | &
gt d - -
| e H
L i i
e tewm Casn
p Smie R LERINE  roe el
o we Seabie UP yanl ¥
. - Bl .
Mg watt we are bille bevond
_—— 1 DiEcay
. . m“‘ "t‘nl' Qs ¥ = »
WS a0 greafer rape

IR hen
fasmi ¥rav

» o2
LR & t1he

o oo
Le! od 1| :
k 1 - -

4 :ﬂ' L

& L] 11_.f ;' . J

sarid wWild

the W h":“ .
remember if
pa

SO

—

;'u s

.‘Lll n“f

"_ W D)

Swi

e




Chickened Qut

¢ sends along this
will find enclosed a
, Bisen, S. D. telling
d. Thought perhaps
per. This man left
h many of the old

| ke visited recently

jome state. West Vir-
res with his brother
te give financial aid
d. The two men have
¢ & half million dol-
be Clarkson Medical
£ Belle Foarche, the
wing of the Dorselt
the Apged at Spear-
4 Peoples’ Home at
. the Beanett-Clark-
M » Rapid City, a
Fuad te South Da-
Jellepe at Brookings,
His Teachers Col-

*for West Virginia Pulp, and

« engines of Western Maryland. Knob. Bald Knob, by the way,|

What
told. Nothing, but a building
or

B i osaks | s dows with ,

|
PAGE FOUKTEEN
OCTOBRER 29,
1 .
g[ To Buy Or Not To Buy a Railroad Pocahontas was to hav
| (From Page 10) land arrived at a feast for t Pa bt g Bl .
This red is the berries of moun- | gods . . . and me. They h;vqhi I:u\::y ::l?ehﬂdgi::i;hf

r!lnin ash and Dick brings it itrick too with mashed tat
aboard and the women squeal and gravy and coffee, H-.nh“iié?ﬁ iﬁ‘é“‘é’éﬂ&f‘iﬁi {
[for some lo take home as it served in enormous tin cups.iﬂhnrleston for a l‘],er.:il,
stays red in the winter and the |1t 1s food that calls for the | whether or not the
berries don't drop. Dick is the |purest of devolion and 1 give would be recommended
'life of the party now. all T've got. And my dinner chase by the state.
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Pocahontas was to have this
delegation in its midst. Harry
Pauley told how glad they were
to be there and said that on
the following Sunday (October
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chase by the state.
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As the old Shay engine, hauling more
than 200 happy tourists, puffed op Bald
knob in its sixth week of operation,
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Exterior of Cass Country Store. Charleston entrepreneurs are be

THE CASS E

STAVRANT - ECDA P

WHAT'S NEW AT CASS?

O June 15, 1953, tourists traveling
(Case Sesmie Baflroad on ils first
run discoversd a pleasant facl:

‘{he Shay locemotive
palling the cars : & grennine anlique,

HWnﬂmm Leas-
st laet Tourisl Lioms .H.P{_‘m

were ot as antiqee as the 1ESO-model
"'-lrwmudﬂ?'nm ml{m

what is now a major West Virginia tourist at-

traction.
Operating a
same maddening
nearly calasirophes.
ington, D, C.,

Cass, and his sory prompled many Washing- 00

was locoted, whi
ey find mnde

rilraad on o shoestring led to
incidents which were wery
For instance, a Wash-
newspaper sent in a3 writer

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD

Srate Hoad

on Ihe railroad

be improved. Railr

Commissica will also repave the
remaining four or five miles of road to Cass

The ARA grant of 3576,000 wis finally ap-
proved, and Stale Parks officials say that bids
work will be received Au-
must 17, It i5 probable, however, that no ma-

STORE

SUTS Lomict

hind this facility.

State’s largest tourist spot
finally getting some necessary
improvements and there are more
on the board as soon ds money
is available.

the [irst privole-enlerprise developments at
Cazg, is still poing sStrone, and Blwckhurst
has now moanted akboas 300 animals for your

inspection.
A ClvikWar Maseum, opeoed ast year by
Mr. and Mrs, Kyle Meighbar, is mear Lo

for work will be done until next spring Plackhurst taxidermy exhibi. 1L features
3 will be done with the ARA grant? Voenwritten” records, ltlers nd grants &
drive to Soulhern First, the Cass Scenic Railroad will be extend- century, old, inchding CiviFhar payrolls.
and good, motil eq]lm.rm!!u,tnlhctcpnmaldr:mh,nnmlg ‘There are many W the Lincoln era,
W their o0 This will inske the ride twice a5 long as @ end other bricabrac not closely comn
resent, Al {hese will still be a slop # %ﬂ;lﬁmvllﬁwrsmmﬂtmmﬂd
L tgee on the mountain where in mocnshine still

But it did pual ﬂiﬁ‘::ﬂwm&gs. There Are no oY it m"""%ﬂ““‘“ in
il a new axle The section of railmoad that mow exists will fass, and Van's Mo , apout 10 mi distant,

line mear rﬁﬂmmﬁmmhﬂmm.ﬂuu&mm

e ——————
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i by v wanily vednils Cw Waske o0 ihe rallread work will be recelved Au
e gl ot e lean 1,...”‘. 0, O, |l._l‘!' whpaper Bonl in ow wriler  Bast 17, 11 ile, however, U - I
a EEvE Ammg amn] whiralde covers@o
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By ma Mr
tw  Jor work will be done unkll nest sprin 2
O, mil Wl sty promgbed many 'Washl What will :
T L ] iy Wanshing
s [ M-
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phas. Fow' (malan A Civil-War Muosewrn, opened last yesr by
amd Mrs Eyle Nelghber, ia

b diri B Uhd ﬁll..n.r : Hlackhurst Lazldermy  exbilst. T [“m'u:
e W J grantl  V'pereritien’ LebLer "
g get & foed Tl waa b temlsms b8 make (he long drive (o Soathern Firl, e Casa Scemlc Rallrcad will he wrind: rrmlw-_. A .;Ilrj';.&‘.',,' ;-,.,:l_ﬁ iy
i sy Wy T '-'L B B W it West Virginie, This was well and good, ust) o (our mibes, o the op of Esld Knob, n gearly  Thers are masy waspces. of ha L PRI
ﬂ‘ﬂ- s Gl 5 lecomsotive sale beuke ot the Ums of thetr 0. This will mike the ride twhce os oog s et smd other bric ..:.,f" -.,,.,.I‘m’h ik
Srebeae g vinil present, nlthough thers will still be a slop ot i Bl £

— - i o : .
. --m:.." -t S aw. bt 8 o pttieal infired pa one, bul 1l did pul
i - - -

with fhe Civll War

! Whiitaker, the ploce sn (be mountaln wihere
el i el yly and [re Jl."‘l. sha Talload oul of asiness until & pew axe o CUl oW enls,

ch Ls B gebuine Wesd

b et 5 ki accommedationy =
. wad located, which ook mo short search (a Thit soction of rafleond that now exisls will 1 T
S e el i swhing s Deurih  jucky find made the search sharlec). Prob- Lo oved, Fallrond shops on Lhe line near sl Iy & rr“hum mh:,
S Benl fer Bt ably more lmpertant thas to Lemposary halt o will be reavited and probatily opcned : % Hermitage
Cnen, St bariiities of (e A8 WATE TR o operstions was the adverse impression fur fuirial, inspection. These shops, which horve “The Herrut-
ety werw il b e ot [he woel o N0 mads upon the longsulloring visllors Irem complele tools and facilities for steamdoco-  age (not to be confused wih another 5m of
o ol W The whl CRO spet 2 2 ihe nation’s eaphtal, tive repalr, ore eur imsitios in themschves, with the same nume ol Petersbarg, 16 Grant Coune
W e w— I“:3lu‘w'-:‘;:rll;“‘l.« It appoars that ol long last the lean days =, .I'-;I:“- sppeal Lo raliroad cuthdsiosts. & ty) olfera tight sl roams and 12 dochles
+ Sumhiciptrerend A%t Cass are about over, and resi of ihe A: o ane W L ".nt ntop Bold Knob, hiking  and the only =Lnrant in the area
puin, By was phesty o ey 1‘.:.-'-..1.'4 “a ol mill town doublleas fecl that It's none Loo !r'lrl 7 “ld' e e e e RSN SR R st A toiles away,
- josi numming water. Xom B R gnon 1L took three years from the Ume the spruce foresl, and on overlook will be coc-  afe several new, medem, motes. Dr, those
wipcw ol Loaierbark COresk B 108 Liresmiiel o enie Hailroad kien wos hotched by Uwe Coss I:.{'-“Il-"l! The. pamcrammn from ihis overinok, who plan to visit Cass might consider stay-
rimn a8 s Pianning Commitiee until the first passengers ;'.n::hh I..,'h:w.:.::'n‘ is dns:-}.mdﬁal; become  ing overnighl in or near Eliies, which has
e ek il i bt RO ey Wete haded. And, before track pets laid and Sy o
S e oryer=) A odeiog coald be XD Reis moved, ¥ will have Laken

! many molzls and hotels 1o Bl afl bodgets. 1
Zictn _;l*. ;lrl present terminus, 3 plateau on fhe have foind (he tip from Elkins o Barbew, and
T r 5 : ! side Use monnbain, about 40 acres of lamd  Uhence to Cass, o fast, pleazant, seenie drive
ot Sere i Van's Meist, but the elght rooms ':j:‘m_'}u-’_'"'::::I'_“l{ui“sl""l"ﬂ'h” "“JE""‘]"'F‘:““_"' will be acquired by he state, if =il goes wl.  leaving U. 3. 219 al Wotionnifie mmd taling
o Vam'n were likely te be tilled, and the lilde = slra e pat work al AL present, riders of the Cass Scenic Hallroad. U. 5. 50 Uwough the bils until it intersects
T § oo dinag room or hanch coun- hd i disernbark ond may, i they wish, {rolic or W. Va. 35 between Thormeood and Boyer.
r The searest place where you could by FT'*!' :r't':h"3 :LW .Esri' Mta '9:'“-':: F'”'}'mi, :}.’ picnic on and around part of o 1Z-mile, 60-fet Saicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a lar
- fact was #& Marlintm about anking the Cass Scenic Raillrend over ball:  right-of-wav now owned by the atale. There
et masi, y p-million dollars to extend the rails bo the top

cavern with an internal waterfall 100 fest high,
will be teliets and pienlc areas al Lie top of
The net resuk of fese several inconvoni-

of Bald Knob (elevation, 4852 feet), and im-

has not yet been opened to the public. No
N B (e, ; e Bald Knob and also at the hwu:r;on. z Eﬂk, n Ia:izi, appears b have mﬁm‘ o
honis ailec 8 existing fncilitics, But the grant was Ullimately, Cass enthusiasis dream a natural tearist atirackbon, sl private
-u:mmm'ﬂ Searly ahways sun- fayed by f5 from tho Maticaal Rodio As- lodge, ski tréils and.other frills meor (he sym-  capital is 53id fa be irterested. Ome of Kb
Sorsed. Booty, clader-covered, bungry, irrita-  LrpRomy catory At Bearby Green Bank, mil of Bald Knob, but the baltmillion dallars  Tandoumers, accordiof b rmers aF
Sie fhirsty and dog-tied. The scientists with the big metal ears had

oand Cass,

bullt & Hstening post to th i o available from AHA at this time woo'l cover kgcnh'.i:djdﬂ-_:ﬁj;.m iL-.;:H o Pl

L% -] 1 clgtomers nevr- a L] & onisersayat Green that, the Tl e, (here are now three

&ﬁ‘; {h-“si;i: Railroad during ¢ Town in he valley at Lhe present time, Shay engines in operaling condition. And the

e first [hve wesks of operation in 1563 is 8 moon crater al midnight. these Bave been many pleasant improvements  bulltorn that train guide W. E. Biackborsy

phrwing tritute w the hardibood of the Amer- Mo indeed,"" said they, “we den't want noisy sinee the summer of 1963, Several privitely
h-h-ﬂ-tlh-rnzlkumnlmeumwﬂ traing and noi

Bask because Lhe aren was @s quiet as a

formerly uscadlspt:u beEn mphcrﬂ;hg'ﬁ'mh'.
with their poisy su- owned and operated  establishments have clthcien: loudspeaker system. IE be &
il mehiles, 10 nﬂphmcepum_" % sprung up th caber bo the more obvious peeds  pood idea for a-rannmenlu o be made i
Thers has been @ steady advance in rail- The chservatory officials said it might be of railroad patrons. protect tr_:m ;-n:mg;'sl -'\c:m _mﬂdunl | Wi
Rl palrTmale, the way, since [he Shays  allTight to keep the Cass Seente Railroad, but You no loager have to travel 40 miles for & MEr SHOWeTS. You might carry o raiscoal,
began puffing o their new role ol Cass. Paid fhe aceess road would have to be rolocnted, Dot meal. J. M. Kane Jr, 8 Cass merchant,  just ;ngm o sweslee op ReiEEIE
fazes for 1963 show more than 13 per cent in- The nceess road hoppens to be W. Va. 25, o has resovaled a CkO dining car and named And bring g Lo B g
crease over @ comparable period in 1984 primary highway. it the Shay Inn. Air-conditioned and ot- The s:.a'.mnrl s-dnn_u rr,m;J:manﬂ. ! .
sdverse oomditions ot Cass were in e State Hoad Commission screaned tractively furnished, the Shay Inn is an ¢x- COn E:lmc-n-duﬂrgﬁdce _'npm mhﬁ-t '
Pt s the desirs of Pocahontas-County about thal, “Can’t do itl" said Burl Sawyers. ample of creative thinking, an oporalion "‘. e rces, oF By0D8 mﬂewu!mﬂml
iems and fhe Department of Natural Re  “I would cost millions!” which lits in perfectly with its settng. gu-t '“‘”1,@.*.; ':-.H,;, giving the localion '
soroen (which owns (he railrond, elfects a5-  There was a deadlock which was [nally  You may also get semelhing Lo eat at the L el i ¥
wociated with ft, and contipuons land) to gel braken hy Sa

3 ! Titeh i Cpss Scemic Helroad, and hew
B a thal part of Cass Counlry Eilchen, (he restaurant section  (he ] v ] :
. ¥a. T, nnl?'-l:".eif:. P%.gghiﬂ::;cnuﬂ. ll;.'.- vIE.. of the Cass Country Stere, a buge, restyled  these. Maoke these sims big, muke them
sizis Cembennial year. Thal goal was ac- 7 s a secon

&

dory road that ceanects W. Va lumber-conpany Slone buibding which alse [ﬂ:tit.a::ilap'.mc then ¢n 2l majer highway
Vidwedd, buat at o In the spring ef 28 with Cass, aboul six mikes distant. The sug- houses a seda :mmmm.hm:lmspﬁ: u:iswary, a]:ﬁr:u:l o i =
-='s halr waar'L combed, its o6 postion was pceepled by federal authoritics, Tesl roofms, and many souvenir slands. e u ey trade, i u.mwm . wﬂt
‘e, and it womewhat scoly shirtiall ard the intersoction of W. Ve. 7 mnd 23 i The Cass Country Stare complex is, like the aJFimm-.rlﬂs & mmm
" . Being moved about a mile soall of ils present  Shay lun 3 eivalely uwned development all teurisls BEKS PELCS yosighl, 2 e
+ gt Com wire intimately asso-  locathon, catering to patrons of the ﬂalc-“?]wned_ :ﬂ- -‘;ﬂﬁ bt  ba 23
& hbds. ahbough optosition  This favelves buiding ene and three-tonihs  road. 1 o thhnghtfully and tastelully painted,  of couTEE beiter

and practically right than (he e
‘wnl by (e Departmeni of miles of new highway, and the job should be  decoraled, lighted, and poce
also slowed progress oo

, 2 acbhurst's Wildlife Museum, eoe of  arcuod.
depe by this fall. It s to be boped that the W E. SUNDAY GAZETTE-MAIL
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As advertsed, the Shay - loscomotive
pulliﬁl' the cars was a genuine antique,
But Cass visitors also discovered an unpleas-
ant fact: Tourist’ accommodations at Cass
: g a5 the 1880-model Shay,

mmwﬂmc%EllMl meal was to

roast it in the loco-

women helped oul might-

ng% pichmakns. and aunﬂﬁichos. but E:]I‘e-»

mand often oulstripped supply and the unhap-

tourist was left with nothing more nourish-
than food for thought.

Cass, toilet facilities of the man-made va-
riety were limited to those at the end of the
wun and in the old C&O depot

1f you wished to wash away the soot m!-:]

Jers secumulated during the two-hour train
ride, there was plenty of running water —no
washrooms, just running water. You had a
choice of Leatherbark Creek or the Greenbrier
River.

The nearest motel or hotel accommodations
were 10 miles away at meﬂmar‘nlet ol Ilir;:-yﬂ
(pronounced “Bowyer”). Lodging rou
had there at ‘.’an‘?Mntcﬂ. but the eight rooms
at Van's were likely to be filled, and the little
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun-
ter. The nearest place where you could buy

* a hot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about
#0 miles away.
net result of these several inconveni-
was that visitors motoring home after a
bot day at Cass were nearly always sun-
sooty, cinder-covered, hungry, irrita-
thirsty and
fact that 5,354 paying customers never-
rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during
first five weeks of operation in 1963 is a

A UE
:

-

4

Hl.m and the fanaticism of the railroad

There has been a steady advance in rail-
road patronage, the way, since the Shays
began in new role at Cass. Paid

faresn 1965 show more than 18 cent in-
€rease over a comparable period in 1064,

SULIe maum.-::mg MR iemL whncn Were wver

“'%ﬂfl:rl ‘[—El-l ¢ - For instance, a wmf. j";'I.:‘lfl li“e l::lr
‘winmm Save a" y Per Sent in a writer gust 17, It i
Cans gt m;npln and svorable coverage to jor work wil
lnnia’ns i m mpm; lmn.ny_ Washing. What win
West Vicolnie, anere. lot B drive to Southern First, the C;

- U and good il ed i
a lm we - ; until four mile
visit. motive axle broke at the time of their 0. This wil

* " 3 prmn |
th'!'he accident injured no one, but jt did put %il.ta’llu:‘e:l )
e railroad out of business until a new axle € run noy
inru.s located, which took no short search (a The secti
ucky find made the search shorter), Proh. D¢ improve
ably more important than the temporary halt a5 will |
In. operations was the adverse impression [°F tourist
made wupon the long-suffering visitors from Complete
the nation’s capital. tive repair
It appears that al long last the lea s Particular
at Cass are about uwr,gaml rumdcntannidm £k the 4
old mill town doubtless feel that it's none top 1S Will
soon. It took three years from the time the Proct for
Scenie Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass Siunlen.
Planning Committee until the first passengers i) 5
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and known as
earth gets moved, it will have taken more AL the
ti:gn two years for federal Area Redevelopment E.?]E ;1 ‘:
ministrati iy
i on funds to be put to work at At preser

disembar

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of pieni
graqﬁpg the Cass Scenic Railroad over Eham- ﬂ:ﬁﬁ,?‘;
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top  will be t
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im- Bald Kn
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de- Ultima
layed by protests from the National Radio As-  Jodge, sk
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank, mit of B

The ECE].Elﬁ_Stﬂ with the hlg metal ears had availabls
built a listening post to the universeiat Green that.
Bank because the area was as quiet as a Down
moon crater at midnight. there ha

“No indeed,” said they, “we don’t want noisy  since th
trains and noisy people with their noisy au- owned
mobiles. It'll ruin our reception.” sprung
" The observatory officials said it might be of railn
all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but Youm
the access road would have to be relocated. hot me
The access road happens to be W. Va. 28, a has ren
primary highway, it the

The State Road Commission screamed (ractive
about that, “Can’t do it!” said Burl Sawyers, ample
“It would cost millions!" which {

There was a deadlock which was final}i F"muc-
broken by Sawyer's estion that part ass
W. Va. '?, bot W. Va. 28, be relocated. W. Va. of the
7 is a secondary road that connects W. Va. lumber
28

with Cass, about six miles distant. The sug- houses
was ted by federal authorities, rest ro
ol W, Va, 7 and 28 is The |



P vy GRLILE BRI D alRa ULLICLHLS By WAL Dlos
on the railvead work will be received Au-

ance, a Wash-
: 15t 17, It is probable, however, that no ma-
:‘ M“g r work will !)o done until next ﬁing. .
Washing- What will be done with the A grant?
N Southern First, the Cass Scenic Railroad will be extend-
ind good, until e four miles, to the top of Bald Knob, a nearly
time of their S0 This will make the ride twice as long as at
; t, although there wljj? still be a stot_[g at
Whittaker, the place on the mountain where
i.;“ w.ﬂé the run now emds. ;
t search (a . The section of railroad that now exists will
) be improved. Railroad shops on the line near
jocter). Prob- (ass will be renovated and probably opened
iy sl for tourist inspection, These shops, which have
:mmwﬂﬁ::: complete tools and faciliies for steam-loco-
_— tive repair, are curivsilies in themselves, with
particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts.
be lean days At the end of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking

idents of the  pg5ils will be prepared through a beautiful
H's none 00 speyee forest, and an overlook will be con-
2 structed. The panorama from this overlook,
By the Cass  which | have seen, is destined to become

L passengers  gLnown as a beaut of the East,
fets laid and Al the present {eﬁus, a plateau on the
sken more 4. of the mountain, about 40 acres of land
development i) pe acquired by the state, if all goes well,
@ woek al At present, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad.
e disembark and may, if they wish, frolic or
thinking of picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot
§ ower balf- rightof-way now owned by the state. There
i %o the top  will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of
£), and im- Bald Knob and also at the lower stop.
ani was de- Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a
# Hadio As-  lodge, ski tralls and.other frills near the sum-

mit of Bald Knob, but the half-million dollars
available from ARA at this time won’t cover

1
Sl

that,

Down in the valley at the present time,
there have been many pleasant improvements
since the summer 1963. Several privately
owned and operated establishments have

lo cater to the more obvious needs
railroad patrons. :
have to travel 40 miles for a

1
t

1

might be

Miread, bot You no longer

| peboeated hot meal. J. M. Kane Jr,, a Cass merchant,

Va2 a2 has renovaled a C&O di.nfug car and named

# the Shay Ian. Air-conditioned and al-

‘M tractively furnished, the Shay Inn is an d.-x—

2 of ereative thinking, an operation
et WM fits In ectly with s setting.

e [malvy You may get something to eat at the

B pwt of Cass Country Kitchen, the restaurant section

W Vi of the Cass Country Store, a huge, restyled

s W Va Jusmber store bullding which also

L The sup  bouses & fountain, benches for the weary,

Methariies,  rest rosens, and souvenir stands,

el B e The Cass Country like the

s present

ﬁg

AE

AP LI,
A Civil-War Museum, opened last year by
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the
Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. Tt fealures
“penwritten' records, letters and grants a
century old, including Civil-War payrolls,
There are many weapons of the Lincoln ern
and other bric-a-brac not closely connected
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West
*‘.ﬁ;ﬁmra moonshine still, :
ere arc no overnight accom

Giss: wad Van's Motel oo o o Hlefaes
yet affords the nearest lodging. But six miles
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hermitape
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit.
age (not to be confused with another inn of
the same pamne at Petersburg, in Grant Coun-
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles
and the only modern restaurant in the area.

Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away,
are several new, modern, motels. Or, those
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay-
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets, 1
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive,
leaving U. S. 219 at Hultonsville and taking
U. 8. 250 through the hills until it intersects
W. Va. 28 between Thornwood and Boyer.

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a ar
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high,
has not yet been opened te the public. No
work, in fact, appears to have been done on
this natural tourist attraction, although private
capital is said to be interested. One of the
landowners, according to rumors around Cass,

 is being difficult.

On the railroad itself, there are now three
Shay engines in operating condition, And the
bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst
formerly used has been replaced by a more
efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a
good idea for arrangements to be made to
protect train passengers from sudden. sum-
mer showers, You might carry a raincoat,
just in case.

And bring along a swealer or light coat
The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air
can get cool during mornings and evenings.

A free word of advice to the Department
of Natural Resources, or anyone else at Cass:
Put up highway signs giving the location of
the Cass Scenic Railroad, and how to get
there. Make these signs big, make them ex-
plicit, and place them on all major highway
approaches,

{ you are running a business that depends
upon highway trade, it is wise to assume

tourists have poor oyesight, no memories,

and don't | English well. You'll be
ol m.rm it's beller to be M%

poor and practically right than the
arvund.
SUNDAY GAZETTE-MAIL

___—#



You furnish the lot -
we'll furnish
everything eise!
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| Coss Country Kitchen in country store. Note soda fountain at left.
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| Cass Country Kitchen in country store. Note soda fountain at lef
ar lert
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ﬂ‘*m in Coss Country Store at end of soda fountain.
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lay of antique item in Cass Country Store at end of soda fountain.
R MAGAZINE, AuGUST 1, 1965
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THE WONDERFUL
IRON HORSE SHAY
Built for mountain climbing, it's slow,

mighty slow on the overland trips.

BY WiLLlAM C. BLIZZARD

top of ccheese te gel this shot of Cass Railrecd Shay enroute to N
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fe Bailrcad. Although

may hawe halved b
tomers, e litle Shay
traction '
It was dilficult mel lo nolice th
for ils shrill and penetrating o
bont mon cardrums amdd cleared more sinus-
&5 in three days thon could be inspected by
a dozen otolaryngologisis im a3 [ prae-
thee. How do vou ignore a festieal yivraction
with & sort of built-in calliope which con be
heard for live milesT You spechally il
the cailiope has at, mast, lwo
There were those who, in sell-delense, honled
oul mid-winter ear muffs; oihors merely grits

ted in =ilenl | 4 e
clawm - o sl
peogle ns o
mild sl enalit,

Few towns in the Uniled 51
the presenee of a Shay en
the year. Informed sources estimate thal no
more thun 40 of the old steam locomolives ex:
ist in Lae Uniled States loda; ! few of hde
are apy longer able to shoke e, and roll
How did such & r3 ety Wi e oL
ing passenpers in Eikins during crest Fes
tival?

1t ha od partly because rail lints be bnige
ing la i i wike & Uno and LT
Maryland Bailroads exist between 1 and
Elkins. Four Shay engings e asd, Duar-

ing the summer menls ey (ihe 1R that

owns bim
thog Ehl |

Shays, sgreed
might e o good
¥ ol oiher guests for
as i Shaw shimmies, Erom !

Ihiz was dope, About lwo dopen possen
pers accompanied Shay Ho. 2, followed s mew
pral passenger flat cors and o cabobss
1ot Cnss aboul 9:30 en the moroing of Ock &

The ride, inlsmupied by ihoee walesing
stops {for the loccmolive, not the passengers
and another stop for minar repoirs ook & bi
jomger than anticipated. 1t was sboat 630, and
pelting dark, wiwn the Nitle Shay erepl inl
Fiking Mucimum speed had been abott &g
mitkes an hodr.

s two doren who had =
Cace had. sl the Elins fnis Tne, dwindled s
someihing Jess fhan hall ihat pumber, 1
{hose who stayed ol the way with the Shay
lour were women, They were Mrs Wiokel
Shedepar of Elkins; Mrs, Mabel Fretwell o
Buckhannon; Katherine Mohullen of Milwaw
heo, Wis bor of Betler Camping magadin:
and Mosemoary  Entringer, also of Milwatkies
manaping editer of Trains Magaing

nasmuch as fhe Simile trip (rom ¢
Flhing tock abosl nine bourk, W may (e
duitoced thal ke Shay is ihe loriouse ol
ipcormutive world, Whal, then ave iS5 wirmes
incipal virtoe roday ks ils rEmarEet
popularity as & povelty railzoad tourist als
tiom In West Virginia, North Curolina (whs
i Shay still serves &8 2 P
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" Wvisee-photogrophe’ Williuﬁ_"‘ﬂ_. Blizzord 3ot on tep of cabeoose to get t

IRON HORSE SHAY

Built for mountain climbing, it’s slow,

mlg}uyslow on the overland trips.

BY WILLAM C. BLIZZARD

his shot of Ca

o2

ss Roilroad Shay enroute to

This year the Elkina Forest Festival,
plagued by rain and dismal weather,
was pulled out of the slough of despond
by cne of the powerful little logging
locomotives admirers call the Wonder-
ful Tron-Heas Shay.

During the three-day Festival over 4,000 pas-
senpers, despite a cold and persisient rain,
paid money to take short rides behind the 80-
ten Shay lecometive, an antigee vehicle which
erdinarily chups up Eald Knob on the Cass Seen-
i Railroad. Akhough the miserable weather
may have halved the number of paying zus-
tomers, the lithe Shay remained a stellar at-
traction.
1t was diffictlf not Lo netice the locomotive,
pd_ penelraling steam whistle

ms and clearsd more snus-
¢ eould be inspected by
) _iu:‘]lm-::pra:v
tiee, How re a festival atiraction
with a m%gmhﬁ calliope which can be
heard for miles? You don’t, especially if
the calliope has onty one mote, or, al, maost, e,

There were those who, in self-defense, Fauled
out mid-winter gar mulis; ofbers merely grit-

ted their teeth in silent protest againdt the
dawn-to-dark stearn-siren symphony, But mast
people aces ihe locomolive whistle as a
mild neisance indicative of a sirong benefit,
and were glad the Shay was in town.

Few lowns in the United States can boast of
the presmcl.-olziﬂny engine at any time ol
the year, Informed sources estimale that mot
more than 40 of the old steam locomuotives ex-
ist in the Unied Stales teday, and féw of these
are any o able lo shake, ratile, and roll
How did soc nrﬁnnmiﬁl:ha whehgul-
ing passengers in Elkins ing E: Forest Fes-
fival?

1t happened partly because rail lines pelong-
ing }tfpme Chesapeake & Chio and Western
Maryland Railroads exisl between Cass and
Elkins. Four Shay ﬂi:m are at Cass, Dur-
ing (e sumumer MW they (lbe three thai

Meuntain State Farest Fe:.i'wu-l'."

operaled sport and pull oo the Cass Scenle Rail
road, this scason hauling 32 B57 paying o
tomers up Bald Knok for four miles anc
back again.

Last year, someons had the idea of bring
ing one of the Cass Shays to Elkins for f
Forest Festival, wher: (he public would b
treated to short tides (or a small fee. The ke
was @ happy one: The Shay was a scoty Cin
derella who became the helle of the ball

It was decided fo repeat the Shay perty
ance for (he 1965 Elxms Forest Fesiival, ang
{he Department of Netural Resources, whick
owns the Shays, agreed. Further, somecne
thought # might be a good idea to invile the
press and other guests for ibe Bmile ride
2 the Shay shimmies, from Cx ‘Elkins.

This was dopa, About Lwo
gers accompanied Shay No, 4
eral fiatl ears amd B

paasenger il !
Teft Cass about 9:30 an the moTHin

Cict.

The ride, by * watering
stops (for e locomotive, nob EOErE |
and another for minoe I a bl
longer than ipaled. 1L wi 30, and
gelting dark, when the Tittle cpl. intt
Flkins. Maximum speed fiod ot elghn
miles an hour.

The wo cozen who had started i
Cass had, at the Elkins
something less than half lﬂl;tw
those who stayed ﬂ&ﬂg-ﬂ'ﬂh'm e

wWomied, 8
'g%::rﬂd Flkins; Mrs. H’a& etwell
Buckhannon; Katherine

-
ol

McMullen of Mitwau
i L B

i 4




Railroad Shay enroute ta Mou
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ntain Stote Forest Festival,

Blizzard sat on top of caboose to get this shot of Cass

Wiiter-phetographer William €.
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Felhs along route “waved like crazy” when train passed.

were the Heisler and the Climax

The last Heisler, a locomative mvented by
Cornell engineer named Charles Hepsler
manufactured In 181 and Climay went
of business in 1929

The Shay and its imitators
ventional seam locamolives
designed Lo haul heavy loads
Called “geared™ engines, as opposed lo gen-
eral-purpose, main-line locomotives  which
used connacling rods from  drive wheels [0
pistons, the Shay had a number of small
wheels which afforded great traction because
each was a driving wheel.

On main-line engines, the number of drive
wheels varied, but they were relatively large
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth
track which in turn required constant mainie-
nance, Additional small wheels on the big
gteamers held up weight and served as rail
guides, but otherwise were functinless,

Not 50 on the Shay. The whesl seis (ealled
Yirucks™) under hath loecomative and l!I::Il.h.'I'
are connected Lo steam cylinders loansmitling
power threugh o crankshalt andl flexibie soup-
lings., Ewvery whee!l docs work

The Shay is essy to gel around curves, 18
easy on track, and can adapt to rough road-
beds that would stall or wreck conventional lo-
comotivas The Shay is slow, but it could p il
tons of logs up o & ree Limes iis sleep
a rod-engine lncomative o puld ascend, and sale-
ly gel the same tonnaie down the
an the other side of the bl

With the demise of the U5 lopaiae ‘“.'-1
g5 it was (o fts heydas  the Shay virtes (o
no niche they could pind  rnimulise U

: Mﬂﬂi'dlll-ﬂ w Joln P Killaran of e ':'r—
parbrment of Natural Hesources, wha haz mads

WaE

ol

differed from con-
in that they were
ot sleen prades

stesep grade

himsell an antherity in such matlers fand whiy  Se——

Turnished the technical data for this artele)
the last three geared locomotives ever built
spent their enlire work carcers inm Wesl Vi
ginia, and all three still exist.

They are nod now, however, in the Boumisn
Stale. Ooe, a Shay that was operated Yy the
Western Maryland on a steep coal-haul  in
Tucker County. is now dizplayed at the Balu-
more and Ohin Rallread’s Transporiation Mu-
seum in Baltimore. Md.

The last Climax to be manufactured now
hauls passengers on the Carroll Park and
Western lourist railroad at Bleomshurg, Pa. It
was an ironhorse work horse for the Elk
Hiver Coal and Lumber Co. out of Swandale,
Clay County

The last Heigler loomolive ever hbulll is
now on display in the public park of Washing-
ton, M. C., Charles Heisler's hometown, bul it
spent its working career as No. 6 of the Mid-
dle Fork Railroad at Ellamgre, in Handolph
County.

Of the four Shays al Cass, numbers 5 and
1 were built in 1905, Mo. 7 was bullt i 1920
and Mo. 4 in 1923 The Lima Lecomotive
Waorks, merged with the huge Baldwin Liw -
motive Works of Philadelphia in 1250, net only
has guit making Shays, but no fonger builas
locomotives af amy kind

Lima now huilds power shovels,
ment 1o market conditions which mre

un wljust-

red -

tion of the shanged maonpsr o which many
men wrest a livelihood [rom thear  endiran
menl 1 e

The fow operating Shays whick yet sast 8

1 vy ood Tl
Cass am elsewhere Carry _ i
passengers. For old loggers and vallraad m :
they also carry endless vivid memories o8
vanished pask

After long (timewise) haul, Shay pulls into Elking dusk

5ome of passengers snog

trip.

red during

Im




Folks along route "waved like crazy” when train passed.

South Dakota, Pennsyivania, New Hampshire,
and, possibly, elsewhere, Shays and similar,
geared-type locomotives built to compete with
the Shay operale on tourist railroads. Shay
peoduction. begun in 1879, ceased in 1945,

The principal virtues of (ho-Shay in ils hey-
day were s traction and power, its safety,
and its economy. Authorities in the field agree
that the Shay would haul greater tonnage al
» smaller operating expense, with less origi-
aal cost per unit of power, than any other
lecomotive ever built.

The little engines were named for Ephriam
Shay of Haring, Mich. Shay was a 19th-Cen-
tary Michigan lumberman who sought bet-
ter ways of getting timber out of the woods.
In his secking. he invented and built the loco-
motive that bears his name. His crude pro-

worked so well at his own operations
that be took his plans and patents to the Lima

::rlﬂd lime-uh) Machine Works of Lima,
_wrgping that company to make such loco-
mtives for widespread use in the timbering

tossme v
ey s visst was fortunate for the Lima Ma-
| ghise Works The company made the first

ey

M for the J. Alley Co. of Michigan.
machine was narrow-gauge, but as
for the Shays Increased, Lima made
Saper and better By 1900, Lima had quit
machine production and was concen-
m esmotives The company changed
» Lims Locomative Works, Inc
gemvenibnal locomolives  as
B reasing work in the for
h‘hl"" inchuslry dhemuand
Lima produced
-

pampetitors bulllt on
The majn ones

¥
§

[
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Not so on the Shav. The wheel sets (calle

“trucks') under both locomolive and tend
are connected to steam cvlinders transmitiin
power through s inkshaft and flexible coup-
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with Shay engine as it wails ta take passengers on @ rice.

A fleet of antique cars, driven by visiting clubs, seems right at hame

O Shay Can You See?

‘After a successful first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling agam-

gy WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD




May 16 the Cass
m‘_ s sevend grar
s spocial feature of its
of antique-car
imte the CEO ptation

HE abandoned
amcawl gas-drivem vehicles for
gt atemm powered 000
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presparis erder to pour maney into Cass
Bt the fir the old rallroad became
& Came wilh several newsp

ﬂdw
Fommgh wus dome so Lhat the Cass
Scrske Ralbroad opened for busincss upder

O Shay Can You See?

t-‘IH.H.‘T a successful first seas B s ; )
ful first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again.

These custamers spenl over $40.000 in [ores
amd ob snacks served in e CEkO station by
the church wamen of Cazs. In addition, the
U. 8 Area Hederelopment Administration
made available 5576000 in federal funds lor
the development and extension of the opor-
ative railroml

These funds were for the rebullding ol
three Shay engines amd 14 logging cors; re-
pairs o Lhe rallway shops where engines amd
equipmenl are maintained; the purchase amd
improvement of four pcres for a  visitar's
parking lot; development of @ picnic area Lin-
cluding the improvement of a beautiful sproce
forest) near the lop of Bald Knob; amd the
extension of the lourist railroad irip to with-
in 1,000 feet of Ba'd Knob, which hos an ¢le-
vatien of more than 4800 feel.

Matlers seemed 1o be gaing well. But for
a time the National Hadic Astrenomy Ob-
servatory ab nearoy Green Bank threalened
to hold up ARA lunds, The Obsecvalory point-
ed out that it was where il wos in order to
avold nomse, ond a railroad claltering sl
gver the place was undesirable.

But Chservatory ollicials were ultimately
placated, and the ARA grant approved,

Kormit McKeever, head of the Division of
Parks and Heerealion of the Depariment
of Matural Resources, has indicated that an
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass
project will shortly be contracted for. )

Most of the nocessary improvements wil
have been rmade by fall, 5o that tourists will be
afforded a longer and more scenic Journey
{If they wish fo take it} when the Cass Seeni:
Hallroad begins perations in the spring cf

1665 )
As parks chief, McKeever is charged with
the administration of the Cass railroad, Eut
the ARA didn'l walk up to him w_nh £576, 00
in & hig bag (or “poke,’” which is Eer.[u:l]r
goed Wesl Virginiand, and say, “Den't sperd
it all in one place.” He must work with -
{erim funds procured as he may procure then,
but goaranteed by the lederal graut: :
Cass was visited recently by 2 Washinglen

newsman wha wrole a Slory asseriing, in es-
sence, thal the seenic rallroad will be delayed
because of “buredvcracy'’ and modern eon-
struction techniques, and thal much ARA
e earmarked for Cass will go Lo oul-
Emiers,

In lairnezs lo the Depsriment of Natoral
Resources, there is no evidence of boandog-
gling or undue waste in the Cass affair, and
modern construction techaiques will hasten,
not delay, rallroad improsement

It is Lrus that “‘oulsiders’” may, by com-
pelitive bidding, secure Cass wark coniracls.
Butl competitive bidding 's designed lo save
money, not waste if, and is open, ef course,
ta bocal residents.

Actually, it appears thal the Cass Scenic

Failroad will ullimately Become West Virgin-
in's best-known tourist attraction, if the po-

tential of Lhe Pocahontas area is developed.

Al present, Lthe Cass camplex, if it may be
¢a termed, is not, and |5 mot meant to e,
enlirely @ stale project. Taxpayers of this
stale and olhers, have contributed to the rail-
road. which is supposed to attract custamers,
which i in turn supposed to altracl private

enlreprensurs.
Private business, obviously,

of stole and federal funds. Yhile

and private business con work bogether

ciently, possibilities of fricticn are obyiond
For instance, the biggest lourisl peed

Cast 15 @ place to eal and a place o slay

each. At pr:sen:i
ini ceammaodations 18 mo

the meed for dining accam B e i, T ams g

overnight—at least one of

urpent. The women of Cags have in
run & ‘‘snack bar” in the
can nol do it thiz summer
week basis.

Withoul a nearby restaurant and motel 1o
oy 4 Scenie Railroad is
without Lhe railroad
mote] Coes

interdependence ol

serve patrons, e Cess
padly pandicapped. Ard
the need for the restaurant and
oot exist, With such am

is nol guoing lo
punt in an aren unless it can smell a profit
there, and profit polenial bas, in the case
of Uass, been stocked through the investment
Eovernment

elii-

(&0 statien, but
on a seven-duy-

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD

need, it might be bLetter f o
L"‘sﬁa‘-ﬂﬁ ?dl sleeping ar:mmm]g"ﬂ“-:ﬂ
o entirely wunde
entirely in Prh'if;-: haﬁ;ufm‘ ot kb e
Withoat common management. the need
coaperaticn 'I:-uu.nt-n state and pli,q,r;“hLT_

mess is cfsential, or debililati desptigh
sire o ocour e -

Frivele pnegolialion: are now supsased lo
e undir way to lurn the former lormber-com-
pany saore, now vacant, inle a restaurant, Tl
Cass residents are geiting nervous. Summer
is mearly bere, the Tocility s badly needed,
ra_:l_n:d'uir.z had been done al the tine of my
¥isit.

Hepresentatives of the restaurast negot-
ators sav they are wailing for a daily scesic-
railroid schedule ta go into effec) oo Jume
15. Uslil that dale, the Shag-driven rain 15
operalive only on Saturdays and Surdays. Cass
residenis relort thal the bird of lime is em
the wing, and they would like to guarantee Toil
road patrons chicken on the table.

Meamwhile, your best bel is bo pack a Junch.
It might be a good idea to make your trip
a5 seon as possible, Loa, while the train tide
js y:i eolirely a woeckend
erowded, and it o't hot, Your nearest moelels
are at Boyer, Buckeye, and Marlison,

Tre huge cave near the railroad, which con-
tains a 100-fool wolerfall, may be opened By
pexl summer. The owners of tmoke Hale

Cavern, nenr Petersburg, haye expr

st interest in making a new cave cpening

would be easily accessible to fourists.

Tae fulure of Cass looks bright, despite pre-
ewer eothust
found the ride on the

dictable headaches. Even W

fittle Tailroad worthwhile.
To sppeal lo this grodg, I e

slozan o Cass, IErec qI::hd:gn:
+Shav It with lowers!"” g
Well, it's better than “Shey i with cleders.

You won't nedd &

scll from (ke old coal-burger, bel & head cov-
ering doss belp.
SUNDAY GA.ZE!?E-HML

alfar. T isn'l

ritwute this

(Cass mpsk bo protect you-
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turday, May 16, the Cass
&Eﬁu M‘bem its second year
of operation, As a special feature of its
. a delegation of antique-car
owners chugged into the C&O station
at Cass and temporarily abandoned
their ancient gas-driven vehicles for
equally ancient steam-powered loco-
of d th
, prospects success and grow
:ﬂeﬂ for the state-run Pocahontas
. It was not always so.
have been no such Pocohontas
had it not been for a local
which conceived the idea and
it. Headed by Theodore Riffe, a
'h?q was ehi;f dnjcco:ntunt for
peighboring National Radio Astronomy
the Cass Planning Committee
in 1960 after the closing of the
Lumber Co. operation in July of

e
!ig i*gggg

h

lumber company, virtually the
in the area, Cass

and die. Unless, of
source of economic nour-

n it
:
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After a successful first seas:

These customers spent over
and on snacks served in the wf}m:t:?io;uﬂ
the church women of Cass. In addition the
. S. Area Redevelopment Adminislr'atiun
made available $576.000 in federal funds for

the development and extension of th pe
- - e i
alive railroad. i

These funds were for the rebuildin
ﬂ'njee Shay engines and 14 logging cnrsg; r:!
pairs lo the railway shops where engines and
equipment are mainlained; the purchase and
imprpvemenl of four acres for a visitor's
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in-
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce
forest) near the top of Bald Knob: and the
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with-
in 1,000 feel of Bald Knob, which has an ele-
vation of more than 4,800 feet,

Matters seemed to be going well, But for
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob-
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened
to hold up ARA [unds. The Observatory point-
ed out that it was where it was in order to
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all
over the place was undesirable.

But Observatory officials were ultimately
placated, and the ARA grant approved.

Kermit McKeever, head of the Division of
Parks and Recreation of the Department
of Natural Rzsources, has indicated that an
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass
project will shortly be contracted for.

Most of the necessary improvements will
have been made by fall, so that tourists will be
alforded a longer and more scenic journey
(if they wish to take it) when the Cass Scenic
Railroad begins operations in the spring of
1965,

As parks chief, McKeever is charged with
the administration of the Cass railroad. But
ARA didn't walk up to him with $576,000
(or “poke,” which is perfectly
and say, “"Don lxw
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) Shay Can You See?

d first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again.
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newsman who wrole a story asserting, in es-
sence, that the scenic railroad will be delayed
because of “bureaucracy' and modern con-
struction techniques, and that much ARA
money earmarked for Cass will go to out-
saders.

In fairness to the Department of Natural
Resources, there is no evidence of boondog-
gling or undue waste in the Cass affair, and
meodern construction techniques will haslen,
Bl delay, railroad improvement,

It s true that “outsiders” may, by com-
petitive bidding, secure Cass work contracts.
Bul competitive bidding is designed to save
money, nol waste it, and is open, ol course,
te local residents.

Actually, it appears that the Cass Scenic
Radread will uitimately become West Virgin-
fa’s best known tourist attraction, if the po-
temtial of the Pocahontas area is developed.
present, the Cass complex, if it may be
termed, is not, and is not meant to be,
entively a stale project. Taxpayers, of this
Mate and others have contributed to the rail-
road,

supposed to altract customers,
wheh i in turn supposed to allract private

obviously, is nol going to
= an area unleas it can smell a

2

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD

need, it might be better for both railroad

-and ealing and sleeping accommaodations Lo

be either entirely under si: isi
entirely in priva{e hands. e euperylskn, o

Withoul common management, the need for
cooperation between state and private busi-
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are
sure to occur.

Private negoliations are now supposed to
be under way to turn the former lumber-com-
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant, hut
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed,
yfli nothing had been done at the time of my
visit,

Representatives of the restaurant pegoti-
ators say they are waiting for a daily scenie-
railroad schedule to go into effect on June
15. Until thal date, the Shay-driven train is
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass
residents retort that the bird of time is on
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail-
road patrons chicken on the table,

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch.
It might be a good idea to make your trip
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It isn't
crowded, and it isn't hot. Your nearest motels
are at Boyer, Buckeye, and Marlinton.

The huge cave near the railroad, which con-
tains a 100-foot waterfall, may be by
next summer. The owners of e Hole
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include groups who made ar-
rangements for tours in ad-
vance, but are merely people
who passed through the area
and decided to slop. Further,

Wi W
Estimated Basic Investment Cost OF Eu_!'r,n:d at Cli:z-
| Cost of rallroad and necessary rolling stocl including :
| approximately 4 miles of track, 2 Shay type laco-
|molives and 8 flwt-cars (plus stock and paris) . $100,000.00
Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way and spproximately

b o=

300 acres of land on Bald Knob oo 2500000 -
Improvernents of railroad and rolling Tock. s 20 ,000.00
Park area on Pald Knob S - e 25.D00.00
Other improvements (stalion, engine gatagell ——-— 30,000.00
|Cave improvements? Ski slope? hunters’ cahins? ete.  40,B00.00
TOTAL $300,000.00
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s Railroad Ride

By Ivan N. Hl.mh_lr

Last summer, after we hiked
up Hills Creek near Hillsboro
in Pocahontas County and took
some fine shots of the Falls,
we thought that we had seen
the ultimate point of interest in
that section of West Virginia.
But, how wrong we were,

Just this past weekend, we
returned to Pocahontas County
and found another amazing
facet of interest in this unique
county.

The day that we found an-

|alher_oxgiting, chapign i the
‘story ol* Pocahontas County was
last Saturday and the place was
Cass, a small mountain village
crowded by the Allegheny foot-
hills to a precarious perch on
the banks of a turbulent river
named Greenbrier.

Last Train From Cass

I was in Cass not to meet the
friendly people or to admire
the unequaled scenery or draw
into my lungs, the pure air of
the hill county. I was in Cass
‘o take a ride on a mountain

ratlroad and when we a{rived.
in the community at eight in the |

morning. the object of the af-
fection of just about every raii
fen in the eastern part of the
pation was puffing saucily on
s wde track, taking on water
was “Number Four"” and
the years have been kind to the
and her jaunty air
.‘i'hl that she was a
Brysn was eampalgning
presidency.
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g

prime in the “earl
the present centur:r!: G
If you haven't been readin

the West Virginia Hillbilly you
might not know that Russell
Baum, a rail fan from Pennsy..
vania, came down to the Stata
Capitol and talked to the i3uw.
'makers during the special ses-
'glon with such convineing sales-
;manship that the men paused
talking politics long enough o
'sel up a special subcommitice
to investigate the pros and cons
'of his idea of buying the rail-
road for a tourist attraction one
of the last steam shay lines
‘East of the Rockies.

To Decide Sunday

The subcommittee meets this
coming Sunday at the Capitol
|in Charleston to decide on just
what it will recommend ta tha
legislature when it convenes in
January. Most of the committea
members have indicated pris
vately that they will advisa
that the state purchase the roll-
ing stock of the former Mower
Lumber Company and turn £
into a rail buffs paradise.

The town of Cass, with i3
only industry shut down and
sold at the auction block, ra-
sembles one of those frontier
western ghost towns after the
mother lode played out.

Narrow streets of v:-hite L0
story houses, many of them
now deserted and up for sale,
bear witness to the time when
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[ I was In Cass nol Lo meet the
| rriendly people or to admire
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‘Into my lungs, the pure air of
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‘a take a ride on & mountain
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East of the Hockies,
To Decide Sunday

The subcommities meets Lthis
coming Sunday at the Capitol
in Charleston to decide on just
what it will recommend to (he
legislature when it convenes in

January. Most of the committee
members have indicated pri-

vately that they will advisa
that the state purchase the roll-
ing stock of the former Mower
Lumber Company and turn it
into a rail buffs paradise.

The town of Cass, with its
only industry shut down and
sold at the auction block, res
sembles one of those frontier
western ghost towns after tha
mother lode played out.

Marrow streets of vghite two
story houses, many of them
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he least prompting will tell of
the roaring days n the pust
history of this lumber Lown, of
days when the big double-band
mill sawed around the clock and
when as many as eight of .th*
smoke belching shay engines
went up to the top of the high-
pst mountains to bring down
the logs that the skidders towed
on sky high cables from ricge
to ridge, of the “skidder boxs
|who tooted the steam whisiles
to signal




CASS HOMECOMING 1998
11th Annual

The community of Cass wicomes You 1o
our | 1th annual homecoming celetiahion
People of all ages have joined in 1he fun in e
past years, and we have worked hard Io con-
e this tradition,

This "down home” good lime s sup-
ported entirely bu donations and the effait of al
volunteer committe. Your suggestions and ocr-
lIbulitons are greally apprecialed.

We would llke fo hank all of the business and
individuals for their contribulions and support.

CONTACTS & COMMENTS
AnL suggeshions and ocmmenrs can be re-
ferred o any member of our ocmmifree:
Darrell Turner - Preisident
Katrina Defibaugh - Treasure
Cathy Rioble - Secrefary
Tery Ribble Lefiy Meeks
Dan Defibaugh Wanda Halterman
Stan Beafore Dave McMillion
Lisa Hubber Call Vanderander
Ine Warder Tonua Warder
Brenda Thomas Mary Perkins

POCAHONTAS COUNTY
TOURISM LOMMISSION
| -B00-336-7009




TITH ANNUAL
CASS HOMBOOMING 190
AGENDA
June 84 - June 28

dwne 24 Pagent for Prince & Princes  7:00pm
Cass Fire Hall (sge's 5.5) i

June 15 Prize Games Free for all sges 7:30pm
Community Center  { Donations enrepted)

June 26 ~ The Great Cake Walk T:30pm
Community Center Parking Lot or Fire House in case of rain

June 27 Registration
10:00um -3pm Fire House
** You must register to receive a dinner tieke*®

Start the day of fun for the young and the young at heart
Located at the Firs Honse

Pet Show 10:00am
With small household deomestic pets

Games 10:008m
Chinking Booth, Fish Pond, Egg Toss, Egg & Spoon Relay, Water Balloons
Shoe Race, Water melon Eatin Contest, Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest

Bazanr 10:00am
Fire House (52t up B:00am)

Antique Car Show  and
Fire Truck Display 11:00am
Fire House

The Second Annual Cass Parade 1:00pm

Magic Show Liipm
Puppet Show  (fallowing the Magic Show}
Community Cenier

Regisiration Table will Continue 4:00pm-b: 20pm
Community Cenfer
Crowing Ceremanies of the Queen and King S:00pm
Commumity Center

Dance Live -Music T:00pm
Digger and Better

Junc 28 Church with Gospel Sing 10:00am
['zss Methodis Church
Final Regisiration
Commumity Center

114040 =12 noon

1:00pm

Bullet Dinner s

* Dion't farger to bring your dinner kickel oF You will be charged




